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Shi 'ism caught the attention of the world as Iran experienced her revolution in
1979 and was subsequently cast in the mold of a monolithic discourse of radical
political Islam. The spokespersons of Shi'i Islam, in or out of power, have not
been the sole representatives of the faith. Nonconformist and uncompromising,
the Shi’i jurist and reformist Shari’at Sangelaji (1891-1944) challenged certain
popular Shi’i beliefs and the mainstream clerical establishment, guarding and
propagating it. In Shi'i Reformation in Iran, Ali Rahnema offers a fresh
understanding of Sangelaji’s reformist discourse from a theological standpoint,
and takes readers into the heart of the key religious debates in Iran in the 1940s.
Exploring Sangelaji’s life, theological position and disputations, Rahnema
demonstrates that far from being change resistant, debates around why and how
to reform the faith have long been at the heart of Shi’i Islam. Drawing on the
writings and sermons of Sangelaji, as well as interviews with his son, the book
provides a detailed and comprehensive introduction to the reformist’s ideas. As
such it offers scholars of religion and Middle Eastern politics alike a penetrating
insight into the impact that these ideas have had on Shi’ism - an impact which is
still felt today.
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Editorial Review

Review
'...an important and well-researched study about one of the eminent Shi'i reformers in twentieth-century Iran.
It appears at the right time when the monolithic appearing leadership of 12er Emami Shi'ism in Iran has
come under increasing pressure to defend their dogmatic and intellectual position in their teaching against
the different challenges in a modern, more globalised world. The book deals extensively with issues of
dogma and methodology in Shi'ism which Shari'at Sangelaji, himself a jurist, tried to reform and steer
towards monotheistic rationalism, cleared from much of the ballast collected on its long journey through
history. This study will undoubtedly encourage and contribute to the debate about the ways and methods how
the Shi'i community should be guided in future.' Paul Luft, Durham University, UK

About the Author
Ali Rahnema teaches Economics and Middle East and Islamic Studies and is Director of the Master of Arts
program in Middle East and Islamic Studies at the American University of Paris. His many publications
include: Behind the 1953 Coup in Iran: Thugs, Turncoats, Soldiers, and Spooks (2015); Superstition as
Ideology in Iranian Politics, From Majlesi to Ahmadinejad (2011); An Islamic Utopian: A Political
Biography of Ali Shari’ati (1998, 2000, 2013); Pioneers of Islamic Revival (1994, 2006); and Islamic
Economic Systems (with Farhad Nomani, 1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Here thing why this kind of Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji
(Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji
(Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Shi'i
Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in
Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology
of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies) in e-
book can be your option.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life



and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical
Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
can pick Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical
Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies) become your own starter.

Yolanda Sartain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and
Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical
Studies) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Shi'i Reformation in Iran:
The Life and Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and
Biblical Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Cheryl Crockett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and Theology
of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical Studies) can give
you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Shi'i Reformation in Iran: The Life and
Theology of Shari’at Sangelaji (Routledge New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Biblical
Studies).
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