
A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New
Directions in Planning Theory)

By Gert de Roo, Elisabete A. Silva

A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New Directions in Planning
Theory) By Gert de Roo, Elisabete A. Silva

Spatial planning is about dealing with our 'everyday' environment. In A Planner's
Encounter with Complexity we present various understandings of complexity and
how the environment is considered accordingly. One of these considerations is
the environment as subject to processes of continuous change, being either
progressive or destructive, evolving non-linearly and alternating between stable
and dynamic periods. If the environment that is subject to change is adaptive,
self-organizing, robust and flexible in relation to this change, a process of
evolution and co-evolution can be expected. This understanding of an evolving
environment is not mainstream to every planner. However, in A Planner's
Encounter with Complexity, we argue that environments confronted with
discontinuous, non-linear evolving processes might be more real than the idea
that an environment is simply a planner's creation. Above all, we argue that
recognizing the 'complexity' of our environment offers an entirely new
perspective on our world and our environment, on planning theory and practice,
and on the raison d'Ãªtre of the planners that we are. A Planner's Encounter with
Complexity is organized into 17 chapters. It begins with the interplay of planning
and complexity from the perspective of contemporary planning theory. It
continues by critically assessing planning theory and practice in the light of the
interdisciplinary debate regarding complexity thinking. As the book progresses, it
positions itself ever closer to the perspective of complexity thinking, looking at
the planning discipline 'from the outside in', clarifying the facets of complexity
and its importance in planning. Finally, conceptual and theoretical developments
towards more applied examples are identified in order to see the interplay of
planning and complexity in practice. This book emphasizes the importance of
complexity in planning, clarifies many of the concepts and theories, presents
examples on planning and complexity, and proposes new ideas and methods for
planning.
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Spatial planning is about dealing with our 'everyday' environment. In A Planner's Encounter with
Complexity we present various understandings of complexity and how the environment is considered
accordingly. One of these considerations is the environment as subject to processes of continuous change,
being either progressive or destructive, evolving non-linearly and alternating between stable and dynamic
periods. If the environment that is subject to change is adaptive, self-organizing, robust and flexible in
relation to this change, a process of evolution and co-evolution can be expected. This understanding of an
evolving environment is not mainstream to every planner. However, in A Planner's Encounter with
Complexity, we argue that environments confronted with discontinuous, non-linear evolving processes might
be more real than the idea that an environment is simply a planner's creation. Above all, we argue that
recognizing the 'complexity' of our environment offers an entirely new perspective on our world and our
environment, on planning theory and practice, and on the raison d'Ãªtre of the planners that we are. A
Planner's Encounter with Complexity is organized into 17 chapters. It begins with the interplay of planning
and complexity from the perspective of contemporary planning theory. It continues by critically assessing
planning theory and practice in the light of the interdisciplinary debate regarding complexity thinking. As the
book progresses, it positions itself ever closer to the perspective of complexity thinking, looking at the
planning discipline 'from the outside in', clarifying the facets of complexity and its importance in planning.
Finally, conceptual and theoretical developments towards more applied examples are identified in order to
see the interplay of planning and complexity in practice. This book emphasizes the importance of complexity
in planning, clarifies many of the concepts and theories, presents examples on planning and complexity, and
proposes new ideas and methods for planning.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The challenges of complexity to our understandings of and approaches to planning are increasingly hard to
ignore. Complexity has moved beyond the heuristic to a cogent analysis of how people and places interact
and is now exploring ways of conceiving, planning and governing space from spatial modelling to property
rights. A Planner's Encounter with Complexity strikes a fine balance between an overview and contemporary
research and is a must read for all those involved in place-making.' Phil Allmendinger, University of
Cambridge, UK 'What is specifically interesting about A Planner's Encounter with Complexity is that while
past studies have looked at planning from the perspective of complexity, this collection illuminates the
various ways planners see complexity and the possible links between the two domains. This is an important
step forward towards a fruitful discourse between the two domains out of which might emerge a complexity
of theory of planning.' Juval Portugali, Tel Aviv University, Israel '... this is an interesting and useful book
that provides a decent overview of what planners think about complexity and what they are doing with it.'
Journal of Regional Science

About the Author
Professor Gert de Roo, Faculty of Spatial Sciences University of Groningen, The Netherlands and Dr
Elisabete A. Silva Department of Land Economy, University of Cambridge, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Miller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New Directions in Planning Theory).

Anthony Hanna:

Here thing why this A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New Directions in Planning Theory) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New
Directions in Planning Theory) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New
Directions in Planning Theory). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New
Directions in Planning Theory) in e-book can be your option.



Candy Dixon:

Why? Because this A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New Directions in Planning Theory) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Harriette Corwin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is A Planner's Encounter with Complexity (New Directions in Planning
Theory) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all
of you.
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