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Rico 'Little Caesar' Bandello, Michael Corleone, and Tony Soprano are just some
of the onscreen mafia figures that have fascinated audiences since cinema's
inception. Portrayals of the Italian and Italian-American mafia, though, have
differed markedly over time and across multiple
cultures—from the Godfather trilogy to contemporary Italian films, and in works
both by established producers like Martin Scorsese and emerging directors like
Matteo Garrone.

Mafia Movies encourages mafia aficionados to explore the rich variety of classics
and rarities within the genre with provocative analyses of over forty films. The
essays in this volume provide a comprehensive exploration of the myth of the
mafia onscreen, identifying key features and connections to styles such as film
noir, thrillers, and even westerns. Mafia Movies also questions whether there are
uniquely American or Italian ways of depicting the mafia, exploring how
filmmakers from both countries have approached the subject in divergent ways.
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Rico 'Little Caesar' Bandello, Michael Corleone, and Tony Soprano are just some of the onscreen mafia
figures that have fascinated audiences since cinema's inception. Portrayals of the Italian and Italian-
American mafia, though, have differed markedly over time and across multiple
cultures—from the Godfather trilogy to contemporary Italian films, and in works both by established
producers like Martin Scorsese and emerging directors like Matteo Garrone.

Mafia Movies encourages mafia aficionados to explore the rich variety of classics and rarities within the
genre with provocative analyses of over forty films. The essays in this volume provide a comprehensive
exploration of the myth of the mafia onscreen, identifying key features and connections to styles such as film
noir, thrillers, and even westerns. Mafia Movies also questions whether there are uniquely American or
Italian ways of depicting the mafia, exploring how filmmakers from both countries have approached the
subject in divergent ways.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘For the growing number of students and scholars dealing with mafia issues, the collection edited by Dana
Renga is an excellent new resource…it demystifies clichés, it consolidates the genre status of the mafia film,
and proves itself to be an unavoidable reference for future studies in this intriguing field.’ (Nicoletta Pireddu
Quaderni d’Italianistica; vol 32:02:2011)

‘Thought-provoking essays from cultural standpoint… While this collection is specifically dedicated to
Italian-American culture, the breadth of films does justice to the genre as a whole…A very welcome
contribution to the topic of organized crime in cinema.’ (George S. Larke-Walsh Italian American Review,
vol 4:01:2014)

Review
'Mafia Movies is an outstanding guide to a genre that has not yet received full critical attention. The range of
works discussed in these essays is excellent, covering early American movies through to very recent Italian
films. With a splendid introduction by Dana Renga, this immensely rich and informative collection will
surely become an indispensable resource.' (Stephen Gundle, Department of Film and Television Studies,
University of Warwick)

About the Author
Dana Renga is an assistant professor in the Department of French and Italian at the Ohio State University,
and editor of Mafia Movies: A Reader.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Mafia Movies: A
Reader. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Patty Shield:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Mafia Movies: A Reader can be good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.



Edwina Hinkle:

Why? Because this Mafia Movies: A Reader is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Annette Spafford:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Mafia Movies: A Reader was filled concerning science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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