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During a public career spanning only twelve years, Martin Luther King Jr.
transformed the South?and the nation?and reinvigorated American democracy.
From the pulpit and from jail, he inspired African Americansto rebel against
white supremacy, nonviolently defying racism, bigotry, and brutality. He also
sought a better way of life for all poor and powerless people, black and white
aike. In this concise and readabl e biography, Adam Fairclough chronicles the
major events of King's life and assesses his achievements as the preeminent
leader of the civil rights movement.
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The biography begins with an examination of King's upbringing in Atlanta,
Georgia, and a description of the conditions suffered by black southernersin the
1930s. After tracing King'sintellectual growth through college, graduate schooal,
and seminary, Fairclough then tracks his fortuitous involvement in the
Montgomery bus boycott and his swift rise to prominence as a spokesman and
leader. Subsequent chapters offer incisive accounts of King's major campaigns:
the demonstrations in Albany, Georgia, where awily police chief outwitted him;
the militant protests in Birmingham, Alabama, where King transmuted police
brutality into a historic victory for African Americans; and the campaign in
Selma, Alabama, which paved the way for black political representation
throughout the South. Fairclough also looks at other notable triumphs and
struggles, from the inspirational "l Have a Dream" speech delivered at the March
on Washington rally to King'sill-fated journey to Memphisto help striking
sanitation workers.

Throughout, Fairclough charts the major stages of King's philosophical and
political growth, examining his opposition to the Vietnam War, his response to
Black Power, and his growing concern for economic justice. Fairclough rounds
out his portrait with an assessment of King's legacy to Americaand his
continuing relevance to the struggle throughout the world for freedom and

equality.
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During a public career spanning only twelve years, Martin Luther King Jr. transformed the South?and the
nation?and reinvigorated American democracy. From the pulpit and from jail, he inspired African Americans
to rebel against white supremacy, nonviolently defying racism, bigotry, and brutality. He also sought a better
way of life for al poor and powerless people, black and white alike. In this concise and readable biography,
Adam Fairclough chronicles the major events of King's life and assesses his achievements as the preeminent
leader of the civil rights movement.

The biography begins with an examination of King's upbringing in Atlanta, Georgia, and a description of the
conditions suffered by black southernersin the 1930s. After tracing King's intellectual growth through
college, graduate school, and seminary, Fairclough then tracks his fortuitous involvement in the Montgomery
bus boycott and his swift rise to prominence as a spokesman and leader. Subsequent chapters offer incisive
accounts of King's major campaigns: the demonstrations in Albany, Georgia, where awily police chief
outwitted him; the militant protests in Birmingham, Alabama, where King transmuted police brutality into a
historic victory for African Americans; and the campaign in Selma, Alabama, which paved the way for black
political representation throughout the South. Fairclough also looks at other notable triumphs and struggles,
from the inspirational "1 Have a Dream” speech delivered at the March on Washington rally to King'sill-
fated journey to Memphisto help striking sanitation workers.

Throughout, Fairclough charts the major stages of King's philosophical and political growth, examining his
opposition to the Vietnam War, his response to Black Power, and his growing concern for economic justice.
Fairclough rounds out his portrait with an assessment of King's legacy to America and his continuing
relevance to the struggle throughout the world for freedom and equality.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Fairclough provides a concise chronicle of the intellectual, social, and political evolution of Martin Luther
King Jr. Rather than concentrating on the previously documented details of King's life and times, the author
prefers to highlight the fascinating ideological growth of his subject. King's formative years, his ascension
into power and prominence as the leader of the civil rights movement, and his major protests and campaigns
are all analyzed in terms of his maturing philosophical development. Publication of this digestible biography
istimed to coincide with Black History Month. Recommended as an accessible introduction to the man and
his mind. Margaret Flanagan

Review

Intended for the student or general reader who wants a brief introduction to King's life, it is thoughtful, well-
informed, and highly readable

(Mississippi Quarterly)

A sound alternative. . . for those high school and college teachers who hesitate at assigning something
approaching a thousand pages but nonetheless want their students to understand King.

(Georgia Historical Quarterly)

From the Back Cover
In this concise and readabl e biography, Adam Fairclough chronicles the major events of King'slife and
assesses his achievements as the preeminent leader of the civil rights movement.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sar ah Ruff:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people realy feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Martin Luther King Jr..

Judith Judd:

The book Martin Luther King Jr. can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Martin Luther King Jr.? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
ableto give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book Martin Luther King Jr. has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Coleman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Martin Luther King Jr., you could enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh come on its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Caral Stripling:

This Martin Luther King Jr. is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who also aways deal with world and get to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it
facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Martin Luther King
Jr. inyour hand like getting the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So, thisis
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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