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U.S. special operations forces are doing more things in more places than ever
before. They are now active in some seventy countries and, since 2001, have seen
their combined budget nearly quintuple—a trend that seems likely to continue.
As the United States seeks ways to tackle a range of security threats worldwide,
shore up the resilience of its friends and allies against terrorist and criminal
networks, and minimize need for large-scale military interventions, the
importance of special operations forces will grow. Yet, writes Linda Robinson in
this Council Special Report, the strategic vision for special operations forces has
not kept pace with the growing demands for their skills. Most people—and,
indeed, many policymakers—associate the special operations forces with secret
nighttime raids like the one that targeted Osama bin Laden: tactical operations
against a particular individual or group. The abilities of special operations forces,
however, extend much further, into military training, information operations,
civilian affairs, and more. As the United States shifts its focus from war fighting
to building and supporting its partners, Robinson argues, it will become critical to
better define these strategic capabilities and ensure that special operations forces
have the staffing and funding to succeed. Robinson further calls on the Pentagon
to remove bureaucratic and operational obstacles to cooperation among the
special operations forces of each service, and between special and conventional
forces. She also recommends that all special operations forces commands work to
develop a pipeline of talented, motivated officers with expertise in these issues,
and that the role of civilian leadership in budget and operational oversight be
reinforced. The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces is a timely report on
the future of what may become the military's most important troops. It offers a
broad set of recommendations covering institutional, operational, and intellectual
reforms that could improve the versatility and effectiveness of the special
operations forces. As the Pentagon seeks new ways to exert American power in
an era of lower budgets and higher aversion to wars on the scale of Iraq and
Afghanistan, this report argues that expanding the role of special operations
forces can—and should—be high on the agenda.
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U.S. special operations forces are doing more things in more places than ever before. They are now active in
some seventy countries and, since 2001, have seen their combined budget nearly quintuple—a trend that
seems likely to continue. As the United States seeks ways to tackle a range of security threats worldwide,
shore up the resilience of its friends and allies against terrorist and criminal networks, and minimize need for
large-scale military interventions, the importance of special operations forces will grow. Yet, writes Linda
Robinson in this Council Special Report, the strategic vision for special operations forces has not kept pace
with the growing demands for their skills. Most people—and, indeed, many policymakers—associate the
special operations forces with secret nighttime raids like the one that targeted Osama bin Laden: tactical
operations against a particular individual or group. The abilities of special operations forces, however, extend
much further, into military training, information operations, civilian affairs, and more. As the United States
shifts its focus from war fighting to building and supporting its partners, Robinson argues, it will become
critical to better define these strategic capabilities and ensure that special operations forces have the staffing
and funding to succeed. Robinson further calls on the Pentagon to remove bureaucratic and operational
obstacles to cooperation among the special operations forces of each service, and between special and
conventional forces. She also recommends that all special operations forces commands work to develop a
pipeline of talented, motivated officers with expertise in these issues, and that the role of civilian leadership
in budget and operational oversight be reinforced. The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces is a timely
report on the future of what may become the military's most important troops. It offers a broad set of
recommendations covering institutional, operational, and intellectual reforms that could improve the
versatility and effectiveness of the special operations forces. As the Pentagon seeks new ways to exert
American power in an era of lower budgets and higher aversion to wars on the scale of Iraq and Afghanistan,
this report argues that expanding the role of special operations forces can—and should—be high on the
agenda.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Linda Robinson is a senior international policy analyst at RAND. In 2011–2012 she was an adjunct senior
fellow for U.S. national security and foreign policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, and in 2013 she was
a public policy scholar at the Wilson Center. A best-selling author and analyst, Robinson has reported on
conflicts, political transitions, and other foreign policy issues around the world, including special operations
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Colombia, and elsewhere. Her books include Tell Me How This Ends: General David
Petraeus and the Search for a Way Out of Iraq; Masters of Chaos: The Secret History of the Special Forces;
and Intervention or Neglect: Central America and Panama Beyond the 1980s. She was previously senior
writer for national security and terrorism and Latin America bureau chief at U.S. News & World Report and
senior editor at Foreign Affairs magazine. Robinson coauthored a study on special operations command and
control for the U.S. government in 2008–2009. She is currently writing a book on special operations in
Afghanistan. Robinson has also been a Nieman fellow at Harvard University, senior consulting fellow at the
International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), and author-in-residence at the Merrill Center for Strategic
Studies at the John Hopkins University's School of Advanced International Studies. She has received the
Gerald R. Ford Prize for Distinguished Reporting on National Defense and other awards.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Shaw:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Janet Warren:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces can give
you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces.

Marcella Cook:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not



only science book but in addition novel and The Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Future of U.S. Special Operations Forces to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Carl Terrell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Future of U.S. Special
Operations Forces.
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