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The concept of "practices"--whether of representation, of political or scientific
traditions, or of organizational culture--is central to social theory. In this book,
Stephen Turner presents the first analysis and critique of the idea of practice as it
has developed in the various theoretical traditions of the social sciences and the
humanities.

Understood broadly as a tacit understanding "shared" by a group, the concept of a
practice has a fatal difficulty, Turner argues: there is no plausible mechanism by
which a "practice" is transmitted or reproduced. The historical uses of the
concept, from Durkheim to Kripke's version of Wittgenstein, provide examples
of the contortions that thinkers have been forced into by this problem, and show
the ultimate implausibility of the idea.

Turner's conclusion sketches a picture of what happens when we do without the
notion of a shared practice, and how this bears on social theory and philosophy. It
explains why social theory cannot get beyond the stage of constructing fuzzy
analogies, and why the standard constructions of the contemporary philosophical
problem of relativism depend upon this defective notion. This first book-length
critique of practice theory is sure to stir discussion and controversy in a wide
range of fields, from philosophy and science studies to sociology, anthropology,
literary studies, and political and legal theory.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Social Theory of Practices:
Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patricia Henderson:

The guide with title The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Stacy Knarr:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Social Theory of Practices:
Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Social Theory of Practices:
Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions become your current starter.

Alicia Romero:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Social Theory of Practices: Tradition, Tacit Knowledge, and Presuppositions when you required it?
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