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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisbook is asolid, well-researched, and well-argued study of the origins of the communist erain Poland.
It shows the significance of gender differences in determining working-class action and demonstrates the
complexity of Polish labor history, clearly delineating the differences between two working-class
communities: Lodz and Wroclaw."?Richard D. Lewis, Slavic Review

"With the passage of time and the opening of archives after the fall of Communism new and more soundly
based academic perspectives are emerging about many key issues concerning the establishment of
Communist rule in Eastern Europe. Kenney's well-documented study refutes both extreme views. . . . He
traces out a more complex and dynamic interpretation. . . . Kenney presents two detailed, but highly
contrasting, case-studies of L6dz and Wroclaw in the 1945-50 period." ?George Sanford, Slavonic and East
European Review

"An important book on an important subject. Padraic Kenney has made a major contribution to our
understanding of the social and political evolution of post-war east-central Europe.” ?Antony Polonsky,
Brandeis University

From the Back Cover

The first book to examine the communist takeover in Poland from the bottom up, and the first to use archives
opened in 1989, Re-building Poland provides aradically new interpretation of the communist experience.
Padraic Kenney argues that the postwar takeover was also a socia revolution, in which workers expressed
their hopes for dramatic social change and influenced the evolution - and eventual downfall - of the
communist regime. Kenney compares Lodz, Poland's largest manufacturing center, and Wroclaw, acity
rebuilt as Polish upon the ruins of wartime destruction. In the collective reaction of workersin Lodz and the
individualism of those in Wroclaw, Kenney locates the beginnings of the end of the communist regime.
Losing the battle for worker identity, the communists placed their hopesin labor competition, which
ultimately left the regime hostage to a resistant work force and an overextended economy incapable of
reform.

About the Author

Padraic Kenney is Professor of History at the University of Colorado, Boulder. He is the author of A
Carnival of Revolution: Central Europe, 1989 and editor of Transnational Moments of Change and Partisan
Histories.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks;

The particular book Rebuilding Poland: Workers and Communists, 1945-1950 will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Rebuilding Poland: Workers and Communists,



1945-1950 is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Michelle Carlson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Rebuilding
Poland: Workers and Communists, 1945-1950.

Danny Chamberland:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Rebuilding Poland:
Workers and Communists, 1945-1950 will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Tammy Medina:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Rebuilding
Poland: Workers and Communists, 1945-1950.
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