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You probably haven’t ever noticed them. But they’ve noticed you. They notice
everything. That’s their job. Sitting quietly in a nondescript car outside a bank
making note of the tellers’ work habits, the positions of the security guards.
Lagging a few car lengths behind the Brinks truck on its daily rounds.
Surreptitiously jiggling the handle of an unmarked service door at the racetrack.

They’re thieves. Heisters, to be precise. They’re pros, and Parker is far and away
the best of them. If you’re planning a job, you want him in. Tough, smart,
hardworking, and relentlessly focused on his trade, he is the heister’s heister, the
robber’s robber, the heavy’s heavy. You don’t want to cross him, and you don’t
want to get in his way, because he’ll stop at nothing to get what he’s after.

Parker, the ruthless antihero of Richard Stark’s eponymous mystery novels, is
one of the most unforgettable characters in hardboiled noir.  Lauded by critics for
his taut realism, unapologetic amorality, and razor-sharp prose-style—and adored
by fans who turn each intoxicating page with increasing urgency—Stark is a
master of crime writing; his books as influential as any in the genre. The
University of Chicago Press has embarked on a project to return the early
volumes of this series to print for a new generation of readers to discover—and
become addicted to.

 In The Jugger, Parker travels to Nebraska to help out a geriatric safecracker who
knows too many of his criminal secrets. By the time he arrives, the safecracker is
dead and Parker’s skeletons are on the verge of escaping from their
closet—unless Parker resorts to lethal measures.

“Whatever Stark writes, I read. He’s a stylist, a pro, and I thoroughly enjoy his
attitude.”—Elmore Leonard

“Westlake knows precisely how to grab a reader, draw him or her into the story,
and then slowly tighten his grip until escape is impossible.”—Washington Post
Book World

“Donald Westlake’s Parker novels are among the small number of books I read
over and over. Forget all that crap you’ve been telling yourself about War and
Peace and Proust—these are the books you’ll want on that desert
island.”—Lawrence Block
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You probably haven’t ever noticed them. But they’ve noticed you. They notice everything. That’s their job.
Sitting quietly in a nondescript car outside a bank making note of the tellers’ work habits, the positions of the
security guards. Lagging a few car lengths behind the Brinks truck on its daily rounds. Surreptitiously
jiggling the handle of an unmarked service door at the racetrack.

They’re thieves. Heisters, to be precise. They’re pros, and Parker is far and away the best of them. If you’re
planning a job, you want him in. Tough, smart, hardworking, and relentlessly focused on his trade, he is the
heister’s heister, the robber’s robber, the heavy’s heavy. You don’t want to cross him, and you don’t want to
get in his way, because he’ll stop at nothing to get what he’s after.

Parker, the ruthless antihero of Richard Stark’s eponymous mystery novels, is one of the most unforgettable
characters in hardboiled noir.  Lauded by critics for his taut realism, unapologetic amorality, and razor-sharp
prose-style—and adored by fans who turn each intoxicating page with increasing urgency—Stark is a master
of crime writing; his books as influential as any in the genre. The University of Chicago Press has embarked
on a project to return the early volumes of this series to print for a new generation of readers to
discover—and become addicted to.

 In The Jugger, Parker travels to Nebraska to help out a geriatric safecracker who knows too many of his
criminal secrets. By the time he arrives, the safecracker is dead and Parker’s skeletons are on the verge of
escaping from their closet—unless Parker resorts to lethal measures.

“Whatever Stark writes, I read. He’s a stylist, a pro, and I thoroughly enjoy his attitude.”—Elmore Leonard

“Westlake knows precisely how to grab a reader, draw him or her into the story, and then slowly tighten his
grip until escape is impossible.”—Washington Post Book World

“Donald Westlake’s Parker novels are among the small number of books I read over and over. Forget all that
crap you’ve been telling yourself about War and Peace and Proust—these are the books you’ll want on that
desert island.”—Lawrence Block
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Editorial Review

Review

 

“The UC Press mission, to reprint the 1960s Parker novels of Richard Stark (the late Donald Westlake), is
wholly admirable. The books have been out of print for decades, and the fast-paced, hard-boiled thrillers
featuring the thief Parker are brilliant.”

(H. J. Kirchoff Globe and Mail 2009-04-17)

“Perhaps this, more than anything else, is what I admire about these novels: the consistent ruthlessness of an
unapologetic bastard.  And so if you’re a fan of noir novels and haven’t yet read Richard Stark, you may
want to give these books a try.  Who knows?  Parker may just be the son of a bitch you’ve been searching
for.”
(John McNally Virginia Quarterly Review)

“Parker is refreshingly amoral, a thief who always gets away with the swag.”

(Stephen King Entertainment Weekly)

“Parker . . . lumbers through the pages of Richard Stark’s noir novels scattering dead bodies like peanut
shells. . . . In a complex world [he] makes things simple.”
(William Grimes New York Times)

“Whatever Stark writes, I read. He’s a stylist, a pro, and I thoroughly enjoy his attitude.”

(Elmore Leonard)

“Richard Stark’s Parker novels . . . are among the most poised and polished fictions of their time and, in fact,
of any time.”

(John Banville Bookforum)

“Parker is a true treasure. . . . The master thief is back, along with Richard Stark.”

(Marilyn Stasio New York Times Book Review)

“Westlake knows precisely how to grab a reader, draw him or her into the story, and then slowly tighten his
grip until escape is impossible."

(Washington Post)

“Elmore Leonard wouldn’t write what he does if Stark hadn’t been there before. And Quentin Tarantino
wouldn’t write what he does without Leonard. . . . Old master that he is, Stark does all of them one better.”
(Los Angeles Times)



“Donald Westlake’s Parker novels are among the small number of books I read over and over. Forget all that
crap you’ve been telling yourself about War and Peace and Proust—these are the books you’ll want on that
desert island.”
(Lawrence Block)

“Richard Stark writes a harsh and frightening story of criminal warfare and vengeance with economy,
understatement and a deadly amoral objectivity—a remarkable addition to the list of the shockers that the
French call roman noirs.”
(Anthony Boucher New York Times Book Review)

"Parker is a brilliant invention. . . . What chiefly distinguishes Westlake, under whatever name, is his passion
for process and mechanics. . . . Parker appears to have eliminated everything from his program but machine
logic, but this is merely protective coloration. He is a romantic vestige, a free-market anarchist whose
independent status is becoming a thing of the past."
(Luc Sante New York Review of Books)

"I wouldn't care to speculate about what it is in Westlake's psyche that makes him so good at writing about
Parker, much less what it is that makes me like the Parker novels so much. Suffice it to say that
Stark/Westlake is the cleanest of all noir novelists, a styleless stylist who gets to the point with stupendous
economy, hustling you down the path of plot so briskly that you have to read his books a second time to
appreciate the elegance and sober wit with which they are written."
(Terry Teachout Commentary)

"The University of Chicago Press has recently undertaken a campaign to get Parker back in print in
affordable and handsome editions, and I dove in. And now I get it."
(Josef Braun Vue Weekly)

"Whether early or late, the Parker novels are all superlative literary entertainments."
(Terry Teachout Weekly Standard)

About the Author

Richard Stark was one of the many pseudonyms of Donald E. Westlake (1933-2008), a prolific author of
noir crime fiction. In 1993 the Mystery Writers of America bestowed the society’s highest honor on
Westlake, naming him a Grand Master.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stuart Ross:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Jugger: A Parker
Novel (Parker Novels). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.



Rene Moore:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Jugger: A Parker Novel (Parker Novels) book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with The Jugger: A Parker Novel (Parker Novels) content conveys the idea easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do
you even now thinking The Jugger: A Parker Novel (Parker Novels) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Jennifer Joseph:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Jugger: A
Parker Novel (Parker Novels) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled The Jugger: A Parker Novel (Parker Novels)is a single of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Carey Gilliam:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Jugger:
A Parker Novel (Parker Novels).
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