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Introducing an extraordinary new voice---a magical debut that will make your
skin tingle, your eyes glisten . . .and your heart sing.

Midnight Gulch used to be a magical place, a town where people could sing up
thunderstorms and dance up sunflowers. But that was long ago, before a curse
drove the magic away. Twelve-year-old Felicity knows all about things like that;
her nomadic mother is cursed with a wandering heart.

But when she arrives in Midnight Gulch, Felicity thinks her luck's about to
change. A "word collector," Felicity sees words everywhere---shining above
strangers, tucked into church eves, and tangled up her dog's floppy ears---but
Midnight Gulch is the first place she's ever seen the word "home." And then
there's Jonah, a mysterious, spiky-haired do-gooder who shimmers with words
Felicity's never seen before, words that make Felicity's heart beat a little faster.

Felicity wants to stay in Midnight Gulch more than anything, but first, she'll need
to figure out how to bring back the magic, breaking the spell that's been cast over
the town . . . and her mother's broken heart.
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sunflowers. But that was long ago, before a curse drove the magic away. Twelve-year-old Felicity knows all
about things like that; her nomadic mother is cursed with a wandering heart.

But when she arrives in Midnight Gulch, Felicity thinks her luck's about to change. A "word collector,"
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floppy ears---but Midnight Gulch is the first place she's ever seen the word "home." And then there's Jonah, a
mysterious, spiky-haired do-gooder who shimmers with words Felicity's never seen before, words that make
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4–7—A delightful and inspiring debut. Mama has a wandering heart, which means that 12-year-old
Felicity Pickle and her little sister, Frannie Jo, have wandered along with her in their battered van. But
Midnight Gulch feels like home, and not just because it's where Mama grew up. It's one of those quirky little
towns where there just might be magic. It's the characters that make this story shine: gruff Aunt Cleo and her
tongue-tied swain; Oliver and Ponder, purveyors of unusual ice cream and baked goods, respectively; Jewell
Pickett, hair-stylist and auto-mechanic extraordinaire; and her son Jonah, who has the amazing ability to
make things better for anybody, despite his own difficulties. And Felicity, who sees words everywhere and
uses them in remarkable ways. She's a girl who loves deeply and openly, and who creates her own kind of
magic. Added to these elements are a series of folkloric backstories about feuding brothers, doomed
romances, mysterious do-gooders, lost children, and a curse. Mibs Beaumont and her magically gifted clan
from Ingrid Law's Savvy (Dial, 2008) would feel right at home here. As Felicity loves to say,
"Yes…yes…yes!"—Mara Alpert, Los Angeles Public Library

From Booklist
Felicity arrives in Midnight Gulch and learns from her mama that there used to be magic there. Magic is a
bonus for Felicity, who longs to stay in one place so she can make a friend. She finds one in wheelchair-
bound Jonah, and he fills in Felicity on the town’s magical history and its people. And, as it turns out,
Felicity is capable of magic herself—word collecting. She sees words everywhere—on people, in her glass
of milk, and in the trees. The word “treasures” that she finds are the real winner for this novel. (The words
are not part of the sentence structure, but they add to the story by revealing the moods of people she sees, or
are used as onomatopoeia.) The unusual language, showing a tinge of Tennessee mountain dialect, spins a
web around the story that touches on helping others, budding friendships, and strength of family. First-time
novelist Lloyd has produced a “spindiddly” product that will hearten word and poetry lovers and encourage
those who have almost lost hope for a happy ending. Grades 5-7. --Martha Edmundson

Review

- A 2015 Children’s Choice Book Award Finalist

Kirkus Starred Review
The protagonist of this debut joins a growing list of endearing young girls from the South, and it’s an extra
bonus that her new best friend and mentor is a boy whose method of transportation, without fanfare, just
happens to be a wheelchair.

Felicity Juniper Pickle, her little sister, Frannie Jo, and their dog, Biscuit, have once again been moved by
their mother to a new town. This time they are moving in with Mama’s sister in Mama’s old hometown,
Midnight Gulch, Tenn., which used to be renowned for its magic—the kind where people could “sing up
thunderstorms and…dance up sunflowers.” Felicity, who has an uncanny ability for seeing and using written
words but suffers from stage fright, wants to stay in Midnight Gulch. Her new friend, Jonah, with whom she
performs anonymous acts of kindness, persuades Felicity to enter the Duel—a talent show in which her
“weapon” will be her words. As the Duel approaches, Felicity and Jonah find themselves caught up in
figuring out how to return the town’s magic and to reverse a curse from Felicity’s “balloon-riding, globe-
trotting, curse-bearing great-great-grandfather” (surely homage to Holes).

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Although pacing is sometimes difficult, this tale offers all the other earmarks of fine storytelling, including
colorful, eccentric characters, an original, highly likable narrator and a mighty “spindiddly” plot.

School Library Journal Starred Review
A delightful and inspiring debut. Mama has a wandering heart, which means that 12-year-old Felicity Pickle
and her little sister, Frannie Jo, have wandered along with her in their battered van. But Midnight Gulch feels
like home, and not just because it’s where Mama grew up. It’s one of those quirky little towns where there
just might be magic. It’s the characters that make this story shine: gruff Aunt Cleo and her tongue-tied swain;
Oliver and Ponder, purveyors of unusual ice cream and baked goods, respectively; Jewell Pickett, hair-stylist
and auto-mechanic extraordinaire; and her son Jonah, who has the amazing ability to make things better for
anybody, despite his own difficulties. And Felicity, who sees words everywhere and uses them in remarkable
ways. She’s a girl who loves deeply and openly, and who creates her own kind of magic. Added to these
elements are a series of folkloric backstories about feuding brothers, doomed romances, mysterious do-
gooders, lost children, and a curse. Mibs Beaumont and her magically gifted clan from Ingrid Law’s Savvy
(Dial, 2008) would feel right at home here. As Felicity loves to say, “Yes…yes…yes!”

Publisher's Weekly Starred Review
From every angle, Lloyd’s first novel sparkles and radiates warmth. Felicity Juniper Pickle, 12, feels an
immediate kinship with the town of Midnight Gulch, Tenn., the latest place her itinerant mother has brought
Felicity, her almost-six-year-old sister, Frannie Jo, and their dog Biscuit. The remote mountain town has a
history interwoven with secret magic, but most of it seems to have evaporated years ago following a dual
between a pair of famous magician brothers, which divided a family and resulted in a curse. Felicity’s
immediate concerns lay with her mother’s sadness and her insistence on constantly uprooting the family.
With the help of Felicity’s new friend Jonah, who has his own secret magic that he works on Midnight
Gulch; the stories that Felicity collects from various townspeople; and Felicity’s ability to see words that
reflect people’s hidden thoughts and desires) she tries to save both the town and her own family. Working in
the folksy vein of Ingrid Law’s Savvy, Lloyd offers a reassuring, homespun story about self-expression and
the magic that resides in one’s mind and heart.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this A Snicker of
Magic, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Susan Arnold:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping A Snicker of Magic that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick A Snicker of Magic become your starter.

Timothy Parker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and A Snicker of Magic or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes A Snicker of Magic to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Walter Reeves:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Snicker of Magic can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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