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Alice Herz-Sommer was born in 1903 in Prague—the Prague of the Hapsburgs
and of Franz Kafka, a family friend. Musically very gifted, by her mid-teens
Alice was one of the best-known pianists in Prague. But as the Nazis swept
across Europe her comfortable, bourgeois world began to crumble around her, as
anti-Jewish feeling not only intensified but was legitimized. In 1942, Alice's
mother was deported. Desperately unhappy, she resolved to learn Chopin's 24
Etudes—the most technically demanding piano pieces she knew—and the
complex but beautiful music saved her sanity. A year later, she, too—together
with her husband and their six-year-old son—was deported to a concentration
camp. But even in Theresienstadt, music was her salvation and in the course of
more than 100 concerts she gave her fellow prisoners hope in a world of pain and
death. This is her remarkable story, but it is also the story of a mother's struggle
to create a happy childhood for her beloved only son in the midst of atrocity and
barbarism. Of 15,000 children sent to the camp, Raphael was one of the 130 who
survived. Today, Alice Herz-Sommer lives in London and she still plays the
piano every day.
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Alice Herz-Sommer was born in 1903 in Prague—the Prague of the Hapsburgs and of Franz Kafka, a family
friend. Musically very gifted, by her mid-teens Alice was one of the best-known pianists in Prague. But as
the Nazis swept across Europe her comfortable, bourgeois world began to crumble around her, as anti-Jewish
feeling not only intensified but was legitimized. In 1942, Alice's mother was deported. Desperately unhappy,
she resolved to learn Chopin's 24 Etudes—the most technically demanding piano pieces she knew—and the
complex but beautiful music saved her sanity. A year later, she, too—together with her husband and their
six-year-old son—was deported to a concentration camp. But even in Theresienstadt, music was her
salvation and in the course of more than 100 concerts she gave her fellow prisoners hope in a world of pain
and death. This is her remarkable story, but it is also the story of a mother's struggle to create a happy
childhood for her beloved only son in the midst of atrocity and barbarism. Of 15,000 children sent to the
camp, Raphael was one of the 130 who survived. Today, Alice Herz-Sommer lives in London and she still
plays the piano every day.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Melissa Müller is a journalist, the author of Anne Frank: The Biography, and the coauthor of Until the Final
Hour: Hitler's Last Secretary, which was translated into more than 20 languages. Reinhard Piechocki is the
author of a number of works of cultural history and has been a close friend of Alice Herz-Sommer’s for
many years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific A Garden of Eden in Hell: The
Life of Alice Herz-Sommer to read.

Lena Garcia:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the A Garden of Eden in Hell: The Life of
Alice Herz-Sommer is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Martin Norwood:

The reason? Because this A Garden of Eden in Hell: The Life of Alice Herz-Sommer is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.



Anne Shibata:

The book untitled A Garden of Eden in Hell: The Life of Alice Herz-Sommer contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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