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he first English translation of a classic text of pastoral theology.

John Calvin (1509-1564) originally wrote his famous Institutes of the Christian
Religion in Latin. Beginning with the second edition of his work published in
1541, Calvin translated each new version into French, simultaneously adapting
the text to suit lay audiences, shaping it subtly but clearly to teach, exhort, and
encourage them. Besides reflecting a more pastoral bent on Calvin's part, this
1541 Institutes is also notable as one of the founding documents of the modern
French language. 

Elsie Anne McKee's masterful translation of the 1541 French Edition -- the first-
ever English version -- offers full access to the brilliant mind of John Calvin as
he considered what common Christian people should all know and practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

Karin Maag, H. Henry Meeter Center for Calvin Studies, Calvin College and Seminary
"This sparkling translation of John Calvin's 1541 French Institutes offers modern-day readers in the English-
speaking world the opportunity to read Calvin's first version of his masterwork intended for a general
audience. Elsie McKee is to be commended for her faithful yet accessible translation of this key text."

Henri Blocher, Faculté Libre de Theologie Evangélique, Wheaton College Graduate School
"A major event for Calvin students! English-language readers can, at last, access and use the 1541 version of
the Institutes. Scholars of repute consider this version the most admirable of all: it combines freshness and
maturity, it is not overloaded with polemical developments, and, as the first theological work in the
vernacular, it made a decisive contribution toward shaping modern French. It is a landmark in Calvin's
corpus. Elsie McKee's translation, checked against the original French, remains scrupulously accurate, while
it reads with ease and harmonious fluidity."

Herman J. Selderhuis, Theologische Universiteit Appeldoorn
"I am impressed with what Elsie McKee has accomplished. It is amazing how she has managed to translate
Calvin's smooth French into an English that is a pleasure to read. Even more important, however, is that she
has made this important work of Calvin accessible for a wide audience, so all can experience the stimulus
that reading Calvin can give to the church and theology today."

I. John Hesselink, Western Theological Seminary
"The 1541 edition of the Institutes has long been considered a gem among the various editions of Calvin's
classic. Its special virtues are that it is more concise than the final 1559 edition and also more pastoral and
practical, reflecting Calvin's years in the ministry. Finally we have a superb English translation of this edition
by a premier Calvin scholar. Elsie McKee knows Calvin and knows French. The result is a wonderful
contribution to Calvin studies in the English-speaking world. Readers of this version will gain fresh
perspectives and new insights into the Reformer's theology."

J. I. Packer, Regent College
"Any who wish to encounter Calvin's systematic theology at its most pastoral, freest from controversial
preoccupations, and mediated through superlative translation, should devour this rendering of the Reformer's
own French version of the second edition of his Institutes. This volume should win Calvin many new
friends."

About the Author

(1509-1564) One of the most influential reformers, his workwas of significance throughout Europe
andbeyond.

Elsie Anne McKee is Archibald Alexander Professor of Reformation Studies and the History of Worship at
Princeton Theological Seminary.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chuck Deschenes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Institutes of
the Christian Religion: The First English Version of the 1541 French Edition? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Victor Parisi:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Institutes of the
Christian Religion: The First English Version of the 1541 French Edition book as beginner and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sylvia Medina:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Institutes of the Christian Religion:
The First English Version of the 1541 French Edition book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Janice Leon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Institutes of the Christian
Religion: The First English Version of the 1541 French Edition is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.
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