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"For eliciting the menace that lurks in familiar surroundings, there's no one
like Patricia Highsmith." ?Time

The world of Patricia Highsmith has always been filled with ordinary people, all
of whom are capable of very ordinary crimes. This theme was present from the
beginning, when her debut, Strangers on a Train, galvanized the reading public.
Here we encounter Guy Haines and Charles Anthony Bruno, passengers on the
same train. But while Guy is a successful architect in the midst of a divorce,
Bruno turns out to be a sadistic psychopath who manipulates Guy into swapping
murders with him. "Some people are better off dead," Bruno remarks, "like your
wife and my father, for instance." As Bruno carries out his twisted plan, Guy is
trapped in Highsmith's perilous world, where, under the right circumstances,
anybody is capable of murder.

The inspiration for Alfred Hitchcock's classic 1951 film, Strangers on a Train
launched Highsmith on a prolific career of noir fiction, proving her a master at
depicting the unsettling forces that tremble beneath the surface of everyday
contemporary life.
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"For eliciting the menace that lurks in familiar surroundings, there's no one like Patricia Highsmith."
?Time

The world of Patricia Highsmith has always been filled with ordinary people, all of whom are capable of
very ordinary crimes. This theme was present from the beginning, when her debut, Strangers on a Train,
galvanized the reading public. Here we encounter Guy Haines and Charles Anthony Bruno, passengers on
the same train. But while Guy is a successful architect in the midst of a divorce, Bruno turns out to be a
sadistic psychopath who manipulates Guy into swapping murders with him. "Some people are better off
dead," Bruno remarks, "like your wife and my father, for instance." As Bruno carries out his twisted plan,
Guy is trapped in Highsmith's perilous world, where, under the right circumstances, anybody is capable of
murder.

The inspiration for Alfred Hitchcock's classic 1951 film, Strangers on a Train launched Highsmith on a
prolific career of noir fiction, proving her a master at depicting the unsettling forces that tremble beneath the
surface of everyday contemporary life.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
From the I can't believe this is out of print department comes Highsmith's white-knuckler and the basis of the
Hitchcock film of the same name. With this, her first novel, Highsmith set the pattern she would follow in
later books, introducing sociopaths who are so subtle they can pass unnoticed in the world around them.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“An incredible study of psychological torture and how fine the membrane is between normality and the
underlying darkness.” (Tana French)

“Strangers on a Train is a moral-vertigo thriller: Crime and Punishment for a post-atomic age.” (Tom Nolan
- The Los Angeles Times)

“Strangers on a Train is filled with paranoia and anxiety, and through its twists and turns, we, like poor Guy
Haines, are also drawn into psychopath Bruno's web.” (Sarah Pinborough, author of Behind Her Eyes)

About the Author
Patricia Highsmith (1921–1995) was the author of more than twenty novels, including Strangers on a Train,
The Price of Salt, The Blunderer and The Talented Mr. Ripley, as well as numerous short stories.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Strangers on a
Train suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Strangers
on a Trainis the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Maselli:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Strangers on a Train can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?



Mary Muncy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but additionally novel and Strangers on a Train or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Strangers on a Train to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jason Ayers:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really
wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Strangers on a Train can make you
feel more interested to read.
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