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Drawing from research conducted in Nigeria, Senegal, and Uganda, Christianity,
Islam, and Liberal Democracy offers a deeper understanding of how Christian
and Islamic faith communities affect the political attitudes of those who belong to
them and, in turn, prospects for liberal democracy. While many analysts believe
that religious diversity in developing countries is an impediment to liberal
democracy, Robert A. Dowd concludes just the opposite. Dowd draws on
narrative accounts, in-depth interviews, and large-scale surveys to show that
Christian and Islamic religious communities are more likely to support liberal
democracy in religiously diverse and integrated settings than in religiously
homogeneous or segregated ones. Religious diversity and integration, in other
words, are good for liberal democracy. In religiously diverse and integrated
environments, religious leaders tend to be more encouraging of civic
engagement, democracy, and religious liberty.

By providing a theoretical framework for understanding when and where
Christian and Islamic communities in sub -Saharan Africa encourage and
discourage liberal democracy, Dowd demonstrates how religious communities
are important in affecting political actions and attitudes. This evidence, the book
ultimately argues, should prompt policymakers interested in cultivating
religiously-inspired support for liberal democracy to aid in the formation of
religiously diverse neighborhoods, cities, and political organizations.
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Drawing from research conducted in Nigeria, Senegal, and Uganda, Christianity, Islam, and Liberal
Democracy offers a deeper understanding of how Christian and Islamic faith communities affect the political
attitudes of those who belong to them and, in turn, prospects for liberal democracy. While many analysts
believe that religious diversity in developing countries is an impediment to liberal democracy, Robert A.
Dowd concludes just the opposite. Dowd draws on narrative accounts, in-depth interviews, and large-scale
surveys to show that Christian and Islamic religious communities are more likely to support liberal
democracy in religiously diverse and integrated settings than in religiously homogeneous or segregated ones.
Religious diversity and integration, in other words, are good for liberal democracy. In religiously diverse and
integrated environments, religious leaders tend to be more encouraging of civic engagement, democracy, and
religious liberty.

By providing a theoretical framework for understanding when and where Christian and Islamic communities
in sub -Saharan Africa encourage and discourage liberal democracy, Dowd demonstrates how religious
communities are important in affecting political actions and attitudes. This evidence, the book ultimately
argues, should prompt policymakers interested in cultivating religiously-inspired support for liberal
democracy to aid in the formation of religiously diverse neighborhoods, cities, and political organizations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Robert Dowd's fascinating work highlights religious diversity and integration in a broadly tolerant,
democratic African culture. This book is based on thorough field research, and specialists will find insights
on every page. But the book should not be consigned solely to academia. It has immediate relevance to
policy makers crafting responses to ethnic and religious conflict in Africa in general, and, in particular, to the
bloody, radical Islamist insurgency called Boko Haram in northern Nigeria." --Amb. John Campbell, ret.,
Ralph Bunche Senior Fellow for Africa Policy Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

"Robert Dowd wrestles with the counter-intuitive hypothesis that religious diversity in African contexts
predicts greater tolerance, which over time facilitates a political culture of liberal democracy. This is in
contrast to the frequent assumption that religious homogeneity leads to more political stability and that more
diversity leads to conflict. I strongly recommend this book both to scholars of African religion and political
culture, and to generalists trying to make sense of larger global patterns." --John N. Paden, Clarence
Robinson Professor of International Studies, George Mason University

"In lucid and accessible prose, Robert Dowd offers startling new observations about the relationship between
religion and democracy in a region often neglected by political scientists and policy analysts-sub-Saharan
Africa. And the conclusion he draws is of enormous theoretical and practical significance: that intense
religious diversity and inter-religious interaction are not a hindrance to democracy but a key catalyst for the
development of robust political and religious freedom. This is a landmark book that should be required
reading for scholars and policy makers alike." --Timothy Samuel Shah, Associate Director & Scholar in
Residence, Religious Freedom Project, Berkley Center For Religion, Peace & World Affairs, Georgetown
University

About the Author

Robert A. Dowd is Assistant Professor of Political Science and director of the Ford Family Program in
Human Development Studies and Solidarity of the Kellogg Institute for International Studies at the
University of Notre Dame.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

This Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa book is absolutely not



ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons
from Sub-Saharan Africa without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan
Africa can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from
Sub-Saharan Africa having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Travis Wysocki:

Typically the book Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Christianity, Islam, and Liberal
Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Emmanuel Young:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Christianity, Islam, and Liberal
Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Paulette Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this
Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa.
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