
The Dynamics of Writing Instruction: A
Structured Process Approach for Middle and
High School

By Peter Smagorinsky, Larry R. Johannessen, Elizabeth Kahn, Thomas
McCann

The Dynamics of Writing Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for
Middle and High School By Peter Smagorinsky, Larry R. Johannessen,
Elizabeth Kahn, Thomas McCann

Where do English teachers start when introducing different genres of writing?

"Learning begins with activity and learning benefits from reinforcement and
repetition."
Peter Smagorinsky, Larry Johannessen, Elizabeth Kahn, and Thomas McCann

An indispensable companion for scaffolding the writing process, The Dynamics
of Writing Instruction is a guide to working with any student who could benefit
from a structured approach. The book is packed full of how-tos, offering
everything a teacher needs to get started: gateway activities, strategies, handouts,
and a blueprint of possibilities to consider while interpreting and implementing
the curriculum.

Peter Smagorinsky, Larry Johannessen, Elizabeth Kahn, and Thomas
McCann draw on the teaching and research of George Hillocks to break down
the writing process into more manageable steps. Across the commonly taught
genres of personal and fictional narratives, essays of argumentation, comparison
and contrast, extended definition, and research reports, the authors share teacher-
designed, developmentally appropriate, task-based activities for:

developing procedures for rendering ideas into text●

fostering goal-directed thinking●

generating appropriate, repeatable writing processes●

cultivating imagination alongside strategic thinking.●

George Hillocks' comprehensive review of writing research revealed that over a
twenty-year period, structured process writing instruction yielded greater gains
than any other method of teaching writing. Now, with The Dynamics of Writing
Instruction, teachers can help students fulfill their writing potential by helping
them learn by doing and by building their writing ability, one step at a time.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Peter Smagorinsky is the coauthor of The Dynamics of Writing Instruction (2010) and author of Teaching
English by Design (2007). Peter taught high school English from 1976 to 1990 in public schools outside
Chicago and now teaches in the program in English Education at The University of Georgia. In 2007 he was
presented with the UGA Graduate School Outstanding Mentoring Award in Humanities and Fine and
Applied Arts. Peter is the author or coauthor of numerous books and articles, including the Heinemann title
Reflective Teaching, Reflective Learning, which he coedited in 2006.

Thomas M. McCann, Larry R. Johannessen, Elizabeth Kahn, Peter Smagorinsky, and Michael W. Smith
were all graduate students of George Hillocks, Jr. at the University of Chicago. They have explored ways to
engage critical readers, writers, and speakers in more than 30 books, in over 300 articles, and in hundreds of
presentations all over the world. Together, they have over eighty years experience as secondary English
teachers, and as university faculty they have taught hundreds of preservice and practicing teachers. They've
been friends and collaborators for years.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important normally. The book The Dynamics of Writing Instruction: A Structured
Process Approach for Middle and High School had been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Dynamics of Writing
Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High School is not only giving you far more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Dynamics of Writing Instruction:
A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High School. You never experience lose out for everything



when you read some books.

Tony Edwin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Dynamics of Writing
Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High School book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Norman Eiland:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Dynamics of
Writing Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High School suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Dynamics of Writing
Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High Schoolis one of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Brandy Felts:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Dynamics of Writing Instruction: A Structured Process Approach for Middle and High
School. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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