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Unending war leads to the discovery of uneasy truths when two teens
question the status quo in this riveting thriller.

For as long as Tessa can remember, her country has been at war. When local
golden boy Gideon Thrall is awarded a medal for courage, it’s a rare bright spot
for everyone in Tessa’s town—until Gideon refuses the award, claims he was a
coward, and runs away. Tessa is bewildered, and she can’t help but follow
Gideon to find out the truth. But Tessa is in for more than she bargained for.
Before she knows it, she has stowed away on a rogue airplane and is headed for
enemy territory. But all that pales when she discovers a shocking truth that rocks
the foundation of everything she’s ever believed—a truth that will change the
world. Is Tessa strong enough to bring it into the light?
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Unending war leads to the discovery of uneasy truths when two teens question the status quo in this
riveting thriller.

For as long as Tessa can remember, her country has been at war. When local golden boy Gideon Thrall is
awarded a medal for courage, it’s a rare bright spot for everyone in Tessa’s town—until Gideon refuses the
award, claims he was a coward, and runs away. Tessa is bewildered, and she can’t help but follow Gideon to
find out the truth. But Tessa is in for more than she bargained for. Before she knows it, she has stowed away
on a rogue airplane and is headed for enemy territory. But all that pales when she discovers a shocking truth
that rocks the foundation of everything she’s ever believed—a truth that will change the world. Is Tessa
strong enough to bring it into the light?
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Editorial Review

Review
"This dystopian drama examines the human aspect of war, and also how technology may redefine war in the
future....plot turns will certainly keep [readers] entranced."--"Kirkus Reviews"

"An excellent choice for reluctant readers."--"School Library Journal"

"A smart premise."--"Publishers Weekly"

"The plot is good, the story line is captivating, and there are certainly many opportunities for
discussion...will find itself at home in any school library and many public libraries as well...perfect for
reluctant readers."--"VOYA"

About the Author
Margaret Peterson Haddix is the author of many critically and popularly acclaimed YA and middle grade
novels, including the Children of Exile series, The Missing series, the Under Their Skin series, and the
Shadow Children series. A graduate of Miami University (of Ohio), she worked for several years as a
reporter for The Indianapolis News. She also taught at the Danville (Illinois) Area Community College. She
lives with her family in Columbus, Ohio. Visit her at HaddixBooks.com.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
 CHAPTER
1

Gideon Thrall stood offstage, waiting in the wings. The announcer hadn’t called his name yet, but people
craned their necks and leaned sideways to see him. Whispers of excitement began to float through the crowd:
“There he is!” “The hero …” “Doesn’t he just look like a hero?”

Then the PA system boomed out, so loudly that the words seemed to be part of Tessa’s brain: “And now, our
honoree, the young man we will be forever indebted to for our survival, for our very way of
life—Lieutenant-Pilot Gideon Thrall!”

The applause thundered through the crowd. Gideon took his first steps into the spotlight. His golden hair
gleamed, every strand perfectly in place. His white uniform, perfectly creased, glowed against the darkness
around him. He could have been an angel, a saint—some creature who stood above ordinary humans. Even
the fact that he walked humbly, with his head bowed, was perfect. At a moment like this most people would
have looked too proud, like they were gloating. But not Gideon. He wasn’t going to lord it over anyone that
he, Gideon Thrall, had just won his nation’s highest honor, something nobody else from Waterford City had
ever done.

Standing at the back of the crowd with the other kids from the common school, Tessa felt her heart swell
with pride.

“I know him,” she whispered.

The applause had just begun to taper off, so Tessa’s voice rang out louder than she’d intended. It was



actually audible. Down the row Cordina Kurdle fixed Tessa with a hard stare.

“What did you say, flea?” Cordina asked.

Tessa knew better than to repeat her boast. The safe response would be a shrug, a cowed shake of the head,
maybe a mumbled, “Nothing. Sorry for bothering you.” But sometimes something got into her, some bold
recklessness she couldn’t explain.

Maybe she wanted to brag more than she wanted to be safe?

“I said, I know him.” She cleared her throat. “He was my neighbor. We grew up together.”

Cordina snorted.

“Hear that?” she said to the kids clustered around her.

Her sycophants, Tessa thought. Cronies. Henchmen.

The words she’d found in old books were fun to think about, but they wouldn’t provide much protection if
Cordina decided that someone needed to beat up Tessa to teach her a lesson.

“Hear what?” one of the sycophants asked, right on cue.

“Gnat over there thinks she deserves some credit for living on the same planet as the hero,” Cordina mocked.

“We were next-door neighbors,” Tessa said. She stopped herself from adding, We made mud pies together
when we were little, though it was true. Possibly. Tessa didn’t remember it herself, but way back when
Gideon was first chosen for the military academy, Tessa’s mother had started showing around a picture of
Tessa, about age two, and Gideon, age five or six, playing together in the mud behind their apartment
building.

Gideon had looked like a golden child destined for great things even then, even sitting in mud.

Tessa had looked … muddy.

Tessa was saved from any further temptation to brag—or embarrass herself—because the general who’d
come from the capital just for this occasion stepped to the podium. He held up a medallion on a chain, and
the whole auditorium grew quiet. The general let the medallion swing back and forth, ever so slightly, and
the spotlight glinted from it out into the crowd. For a moment Tessa forgot that the city auditorium was
squalid and dirty and full of broken chairs and cracked flooring. For a moment she forgot that the people in
the crowd had runny noses and blotchy skin and patched clothing. She forgot they could be so mean and
low-down. For that one moment everyone shared in the light.

“Courage,” the general said in a hushed voice, as if he too were in awe. “We give this medal of honor for
courage far above the measure of ordinary citizens. Only eleven people have earned this medal in our
nation’s history. And now Gideon Thrall, a proud son of Waterford City, will be the twelfth.” He turned.
“Gideon?”

The general lifted the chain even higher, ready to slip it over Gideon’s head. Gideon took a halting step



forward, as if he wasn’t quite sure what he was supposed to do.

No, Tessa thought. To her surprise she was suddenly furious with Gideon. Don’t hesitate now! Be bold!
You’re getting an award for courage. Act like it!

Gideon was staring at the medallion. Even from the back of the auditorium Tessa could see his face twist
into an expression that looked nothing like boldness or bravery. How could he be acting so confused? Or …
scared?

“For your bravery in battle,” the general said, holding out the medallion like a beacon. He was trying to
guide Gideon into place. Gideon just needed to put his head inside the chain. Then everyone could clap and
cheer again, and all the awkwardness would be forgotten.

Gideon made no move toward the chain.

“No,” Gideon said, and in the silent auditorium his voice sounded weak and panicky. “I … can’t.”

“Can’t?” the general repeated, clearly unable to believe his own ears.

“I don’t deserve it,” Gideon said, and strangely, his voice was stronger now. “I wasn’t brave. I was a
coward.”

He looked at the general, looked at the medallion—and whirled around and ran from the auditorium.

© 2011 Margaret Peterson Haddix

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Always War book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Avery Thomas:

Here thing why this particular The Always War are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
The Always War giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Always War. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Always War in



e-book can be your option.

Pamela Dodge:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Always War guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The Always War as good book not merely
by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Marylou Beauregard:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Always War which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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