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Is socialism morally superior to other systems of political economy, even if it
faces practical difficulties? In The End of Socialism, James R. Otteson explores
socialism as a system of political economy - that is, from the perspectives of both
moral philosophy and economic theory. He examines the exact nature of the
practical difficulties socialism faces, which turn out to be greater than one might
initially suppose, and then asks whether the moral ideals it champions - equality,
fairness, and community - are important enough to warrant attempts to overcome
these difficulties nonetheless, especially in light of the alleged moral failings of
capitalism. The result is an examination of the "end of socialism," both in the
sense of the moral goals it proposes and in the results of its unfolding logic.
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Is socialism morally superior to other systems of political economy, evenif it faces practical difficulties? In
The End of Socialism, James R. Otteson explores socialism as a system of political economy - that is, from
the perspectives of both moral philosophy and economic theory. He examines the exact nature of the
practical difficulties socialism faces, which turn out to be greater than one might initially suppose, and then
asks whether the moral ideals it champions - equality, fairness, and community - are important enough to
warrant attempts to overcome these difficulties nonetheless, especialy in light of the alleged moral failings
of capitalism. The result is an examination of the "end of socialism," both in the sense of the moral goals it
proposes and in the results of its unfolding logic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Distinguishing between what socialism has meant 'in principle’ and what it has meant 'in practice, James
Otteson deftly dissects the key claims that underlie the resurgent reliance on the state in society. In doing so,
he harks back to a pre-Marxist conception of 'socialism’, finessing a narrow focus on state-owned enterprise.
This debate - the real debate - over socialism is as old as Plato, and as new as tomorrow's newspaper. A
serious treatment of a serious subject.”

Michael Munger, Duke University

"James Otteson is avery rare beast: he combines profound understanding with crystal-clear writing. This
book is a devastating elucidation of the practical and theoretical difficulties that have caused the repeated
failure of all systems of centralized planning, and socialism in particular."

Matt Ridley, author of The Rational Optimist

About the Author

James R. Otteson specializesin political philosophy, the history of economic thought, and political economy.
He isthe author of Adam Smith's Marketplace of Life (Cambridge, 2002) and Actual Ethics (Cambridge,
2006), the latter of which won the 2007 Templeton Enterprise Award. He is also the editor of The Levellers:
Overton, Walwyn, and Lilburne, five volumes (2003). His most recent book is Adam Smith (2013). Otteson
is Executive Director and Teaching Professor in the School of Business at Wake Forest University, Research
Professor in the Department of Philosophy and in the Center for the Philosophy of Freedom at the University
of Arizona, and Senior Scholar at the Fund for American Studies in Washington, DC.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terri Wiggins.

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The End of
Socialism suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled
The End of Socialismis one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number
of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world with this book.

Olivia Cook:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The End of Socialism can be good book to read. May be it



could be best activity to you.

James Hibner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
al day long to reading a e-book. The book The End of Socialism it is extremely good to read. There are alot
of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Dennis Bales:

Beside this The End of Socialism in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from your oven so don't be worry
if you feel like an old people livein narrow town. It is good thing to have The End of Socialism because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this?
Find this book and also read it from right now!
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