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With her repulsive face and head full of living, venomous snakes, Medusais
petrifying—aquite literally, since looking directly at her turned people to stone.
Ever since Perseus cut off her head and presented it to Athena, she has been a
woman of many forms: a dangerous female monster that had to be destroyed, an
erotic power that could annihilate men, and, thanks to Freud, a woman whose
hair was a nest of terrifying penises that signaled castration. She has been
immortalized by artists from Leonardo da Vinci to Salvador Dali and was the
emblem of the Jacobins after the French Revolution. Today, she’s viewed by
feminists as a noble victim of patriarchy and used by Versacein the designer’s
logo for men’s underwear, haute couture, and exotic dinnerware. She even gives
her name to a sushi roll on a Disney resort menu. Why does Medusa continue to
have this power to transfix us?

David Leeming seeks to answer this question in Medusa, a biography of the
mythical creature. Searching for the origins of Medusa s myth in cultures that
predate ancient Greece, Leeming explores how and why the mythical figure of
the gorgon has become one of the most important and enduring ideas in human
history. From an ail painting by Caravaggio to Clash of the Titans and Dungeons
and Dragons, he delves into the many depictions of Medusa, ultimately revealing
that her story isacultural dream that continues to change and develop with each
new era.

Asking what the evolution of the Medusa myth discloses about our culture and

ourselves, this book paints an illuminating portrait of awoman who has never
ceased to enthrall.
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With her repulsive face and head full of living, venomous snakes, Medusa is petrifying—aquite literally, since
looking directly at her turned people to stone. Ever since Perseus cut off her head and presented it to Athena,
she has been awoman of many forms: a dangerous female monster that had to be destroyed, an erotic power
that could annihilate men, and, thanks to Freud, a woman whose hair was a nest of terrifying penises that
signaled castration. She has been immortalized by artists from Leonardo da Vinci to Salvador Dali and was
the emblem of the Jacobins after the French Revolution. Today, she's viewed by feminists as anoble victim
of patriarchy and used by Versace in the designer’ s logo for men’s underwear, haute couture, and exotic
dinnerware. She even gives her name to a sushi roll on a Disney resort menu. Why does M edusa continue to
have this power to transfix us?

David Leeming seeks to answer this question in Medusa, a biography of the mythical creature. Searching for
the origins of Medusa s myth in cultures that predate ancient Greece, Leeming explores how and why the
mythical figure of the gorgon has become one of the most important and enduring ideas in human history.
From an oil painting by Caravaggio to Clash of the Titans and Dungeons and Dragons, he delves into the
many depictions of Medusa, ultimately revealing that her story is a cultural dream that continues to change
and develop with each new era.

Asking what the evolution of the Medusa myth discloses about our culture and ourselves, this book paints an
illuminating portrait of awoman who has never ceased to enthrall.
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Editorial Review
Review

“David Leeming peels layers from the myth and views his subject from a number of perspectives. The result
isacomplexity that affords us afar richer foundation upon which we can build our understanding of both the
myth and ourselves.”

(New York Journal of Books)

About the Author

David Leeming is professor emeritus of English and comparative literature at the University of Connecticut.
His books include Myth: A Biography of Belief and James Baldwin: A Biography. He livesin Brooklyn, New
York.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Moore:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Medusa: In the Mirror of Time. Try to make the book Medusa: In the
Mirror of Time asyour pal. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

CharlesCarter:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they are till students or the ideafor all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Medusa:
In the Mirror of Time. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Brian Wilson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Medusa: In
the Mirror of Time suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled Medusa: In the Mirror of Timeis asingle of several books this everyone read now. That book
was inspired many peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, therefore all of



people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Alexandra Sauer:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of several books
in thetop listing in your reading list is usually Medusa: In the Mirror of Time. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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