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Why do certain places and not others symbolically capture the past and freeze
time? Likewise, why does the process of memory, as a fluid and changing
activity, seem to prevent its own solidification? Memory and Representation in
Contemporary Europe reflects not only on the persistence of the past as a theme
linked to modernity, media and time, but also discusses the politics of memory
within a changing Europe. Drawing on the theoretical work of Hannah Arendt,
Isaiah Berlin and Zygmunt Bauman, Siobhan Kattago uses examples from both
Germany and Estonia in order to address the multiple layers of Europe's
totalitarian past. Through reflecting on the legacy of totalitarianism and the
revolutions of 1989, it becomes clear that the issue is less of whether one should
remember, but rather how to internalize the various lessons of the past for the
future of Europe. Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe thus
offers the reader occasions upon which to take stock of different but overlapping
contours of past and present in contemporary Europe.
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Why do certain places and not others symbolically capture the past and freeze time? Likewise, why does the
process of memory, as a fluid and changing activity, seem to prevent its own solidification? Memory and
Representation in Contemporary Europe reflects not only on the persistence of the past as a theme linked to
modernity, media and time, but also discusses the politics of memory within a changing Europe. Drawing on
the theoretical work of Hannah Arendt, Isaiah Berlin and Zygmunt Bauman, Siobhan Kattago uses examples
from both Germany and Estonia in order to address the multiple layers of Europe's totalitarian past. Through
reflecting on the legacy of totalitarianism and the revolutions of 1989, it becomes clear that the issue is less
of whether one should remember, but rather how to internalize the various lessons of the past for the future
of Europe. Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe thus offers the reader occasions upon
which to take stock of different but overlapping contours of past and present in contemporary Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A remarkable synthesis of what has conventionally been referred to as the field of "collective memory." This
is a gripping account in which Siobhan Kattago thoughtfully assesses the possibility of achieving democratic
regimes and peaceful international relations albeit in the wake of intolerable pasts. This book should be an
invaluable guide for those facing the challenge of remaking a world that desperately needs to come to terms
with these pasts.' Vera Zolberg, New School for Social Research, USA 'Memory, Siobhan Kattago argues, is
a slippery slope: too much memory can make one a slave to the past, but too little can undermine identity and
lead to repetition. Insightfully addressing this tension, Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe
combines rigorous empirical analyses with state of the art theorizing. It is essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand both contemporary Europe as well as the narrative constitution of modernity.' Jeffrey
Olick, University of Virginia, USA 'Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe comprises essays
already published elsewhere, but gathering them together gives the reader a more coherent perspective on the
topic. This collection of essays is an important contribution to the study of collective memory and to the
theoretical analysis of the role of the past and history for today's European societies... Kattago's book is a
good study on the importance of history and the past in contemporary Europe. The condensed format allows
a good overview of the subject and thanks to that Kattago's book can be a useful starting point to explore the
topic. Clear language coupled with a smooth style of writing add to the philosophy of history that Siobhan
Kattago offers to both historians as well as others interested in the topic... Kattago's book is a solid and
interesting piece of academic writing...' H-Memory 'Kattago's discussion makes a timely contribution to our
understanding of democracy as something based not on consensus, but on respect for different
understandings of the past and the different collective identities that have been constructed in response. This
book can thus be recommended as of interest to students and scholars of history, politics and memory
studies, but also potentially to a more general audience of those keen to understand, not how to put the
past(s) behind us, but rather, how to live constructively with it/ them.' Journal of Contemporary European
Studies

About the Author
Siobhan Kattago is Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy at the University of Tartu, Estonia. She is the
editor of The Ashgate Research Companion to Memory Studies and the author of Ambiguous Memory: The
Nazi Past and German National Identity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Keys:

The book Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the Past make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the Past to be your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Memory and Representation in
Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the Past. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve



or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Ensor:

The ability that you get from Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the
Past could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Memory and
Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the Past giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that Memory and Representation in Contemporary
Europe: The Persistence of the Past instantly.

Michael Larose:

Exactly why? Because this Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the
Past is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Christopher Scoville:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Memory and Representation in Contemporary Europe: The Persistence of the Past your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Memory and Representation in Contemporary
Europe: The Persistence of the Past giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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