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The first history of the epic defeat of Napoleon's empire told from the
Russian perspective.

Though much has been written about Napoleon's doomed invasion of Russia and
the collapse of the French Empire that ensued, virtually all of it has been from the
Western perspective. Now, taking advantage of never- before-seen documents
from the Russian archives, Dominic Lieven upends much of the conventional
wisdom about the events that formed the backdrop of Tolstoy's masterpiece, War
and Peace. Lieven's riveting narrative sweeps readers through epic battles, tense
diplomatic exchanges on which the fate of nations hung, and the rise of Russia
from near-ruin to Europe's liberator. Rich in detail, Russia Against Napoleon is a
groundbreaking masterwork.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Lieven, professor of history at the London School of Economics, uses Russian archives as
the basis for this seminal reinterpretation of Napoleon's defeat in 1812-1814. Russia's leaders cleverly
engaged Napoleon in a kind of drawn-out campaign the French system was least able to wage. Russia's
armies outfought Napoleon's, thanks in good part to the courage, endurance, and loyalty of soldiers led by
officers whose central virtues were honor and courage. Russian staffs and administrators kept the troops
supplied despite the long and increasing distances between bases and theaters of operations. And
coordinating the effort was Tsar Alexander II, whose courage, skill, and intelligenceheld together the final
alliance against Napoleon all the way from Moscow to Paris. Lieven weaves these threads together with flair
and offers insight into the specifics of everything from infantry tactics to diplomatic negotiations. He
concludes that Russian and European security were mutually dependent, and that Russia's war was seen by
Europeans a one of liberation from Napoleon's exactions and ambitions. While debatable, neither point can
be dismissed. Illus., maps. (Apr. 19)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

About the Author

Dominic Lieven is a senior research fellow at Trinity College, Cambridge, and a fellow of the British
Academy. He previously taught Russian Studies at the London School of Economics for thirty-three years.
His last book, Russia Against Napoleon, won the 2009 Wolfson Prize for History and the Prix Napoleon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Russia Against Napoleon: The True Story of
the Campaigns of War and Peace as the daily resource information.

James Kyles:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like



comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Russia Against
Napoleon: The True Story of the Campaigns of War and Peace that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Russia Against
Napoleon: The True Story of the Campaigns of War and Peace become your current starter.

Irene Allen:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Russia Against Napoleon: The
True Story of the Campaigns of War and Peace which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Teresa Hanson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Russia Against Napoleon: The True Story
of the Campaigns of War and Peace or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes Russia Against Napoleon: The True Story of the Campaigns of
War and Peace to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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