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Editorial Review

Review

"[Matthiessen's] exploration of the haunted mind of Hawthorne, of Emerson's integrity, of the mental hell in
which Melville lived, of Whitman's schizophrenia, of Thoreau's chosen solitude, [has] produced a book
unequaled in American critical writing."--The New Republic

"Perhaps the most profound work of literary criticism on historical principles by any modern
American."--Saturday Review

"[Matthiessen's] exploration of the haunted mind of Hawthorne, of Emerson's integrity, of the mental hell in
which Melville lived, of Whitman's schizophrenia, of Thoreau's chosen solitude, [has] produced a book
unequaled in American critical writing."--The New Republic

"Matthiessen has brought to light a rich and complex period....His comments on language and style, in
addition to being discerning as criticism, become finally profound reflections on nineteenth-century
American society."--Daniel Aaron, Kenyon Review

From the Back Cover
This text has taken its place as the definitive treatment of the most distinguished age of American literature.
Centering the discussion around five literary giants of the mid-nineteenth century-Emerson, Thoreau,
Hawthorne, Melville, and Whitman. Matthiessen elucidates their conceptions of the nature and function of
literature, and the extent to which these were realized in their writings.

About the Author
F. O. Matthiessen was a Californian by birth but grew up in Illinois, Pennsylvania, and New York. Educated
both here and abroad, he started teaching in 1927, first at Yale and then at Harvard, where he was Professor
of History and Literature. He made the field of American poetry one of his
major interests and wrote critical estimates of Emerson, Poe, Eliot, and other contemporary poets. He was a
member of the National Institute of Arts and Letters and a Senior Fellow of the Kenyon School of English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

This American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman tend to be reliable for



you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this American Renaissance: Art and
Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this American Renaissance: Art and
Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

George Miller:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson
and Whitman can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jill Beery:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying American Renaissance: Art
and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick American Renaissance: Art and Expression
in the Age of Emerson and Whitman become your personal starter.

John Wiser:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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