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Widely hailed as one of the most significant works in modern political
philosophy, John Rawls's Political Liberalism (1993) defended a powerful vision
of society that respects reasonable ways of life, both religious and secular. These
core values have never been more critical as anxiety grows over political and
religious difference and new restrictions are placed on peaceful protest and
individual expression.

This anthology of original essays suggests new, groundbreaking applications of
Rawls's work in multiple disciplines and contexts. Thom Brooks, Martha
Nussbaum, Onora O'Neill (University of Cambridge), Paul Weithman
(University of Notre Dame), Jeremy Waldron (New Y ork University), and Frank
Michelman (Harvard University) explore political liberalism's relevance to the
challenges of multiculturalism, the relationship between the state and religion,
the struggle for political legitimacy, and the capabilities approach. Extending
Rawls's progressive thought to the fields of law, economics, and public reason,
this book helps advance the project of afree society that thrives despite
disagreements over religious and moral views.
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difference and new restrictions are placed on peaceful protest and individual expression.

This anthology of original essays suggests new, groundbreaking applications of Rawls'swork in multiple
disciplines and contexts. Thom Brooks, Martha Nussbaum, Onora O'Neill (University of Cambridge), Paul
Weithman (University of Notre Dame), Jeremy Waldron (New Y ork University), and Frank Michelman
(Harvard University) explore political liberalism's relevance to the challenges of multiculturalism, the
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Editorial Review
Review

The center-piece is Nussbaum's "Introduction” which is the best of itskind - clear, wide-ranging and
insightful. The other chapters, al by leading theorists, make distinctive and important contributions. Some
remain close to the text while others explore broader implications of Rawls's approach, but all significantly
advance our understanding of what Nussbaum rightly calls "one of the most important works of political
philosophy of the twentieth century.”

(Jon Mandle, University at Albany, State University of New Y ork)

Rawls's Palitical Liberalism includes essays by distinguished and well-known philosophers and theorists.
Martha Nussbaum's introduction is an excellent survey of main themes of Political Liberalism and of the
philosophical discussion of it. The other essays, all of them up-to-date, are of very high quality. The essays
range across awide variety of philosophically interesting topics (most of them topics with a nice trail of
discussion in the secondary literature, amply commented on in the treatments provided in the various
chapters). One main focus of the book is on the myriad ways in which overlapping consensus and political
stability (operating together on aterrain of moral pluralism) work together. The book makes a strong and
compelling case for the enduring philosophical significance of Political Liberalism.

(Rex Martin, University of Kansas)

The contributors to this jewel of acollection reveal that there remains much to learn by engaging with
Rawls's Palitical Liberalism. By querying the potential international reach of political liberalism, probing its
capacity to account for constitutional and legal arrangements, and reexamining its appeal to conceptions of
the good, the authors bring to light new aspects of the work's depth.

(Henry S. Richardson, Georgetown University)

These essays by leading political, moral, and legal theorists provide significant interpretations and
reassessments of the central ideas of Rawls's Political Liberalism. Martha Nussbaum'’s introduction isareal
service, amust read particularly for those new to the field. Frank Michelman's essay is the best work of its
kind on the constitutional specification of the basic liberties, and Jeremy Waldron presents significant new
challenges to the idea of public reason. Highly recommended.

(Samuel Freeman, University of Pennsylvania)
About the Author

Thom Brooksis Professor of Law and Government at Durham University. He is the author of Punishment
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Legacy of John Rawls and The Global Justice Reader.



Martha C. Nussbaum is Ernst Freund Distinguished Service Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of
Chicago. Her principa appointments are in the Philosophy Department and the Law School. Her books
include Frontiers of Justice, Creating Capabilities, Political Emotions, and the forthcoming Anger and
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
L eslie Babcock:

The book Rawls's Political Liberalism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we |leave the great thing like a book Rawls's Political
Liberalism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Rawls's Palitical Liberalism (Columbia Themesin Philosophy) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Laurie Dunn:

This Rawls's Political Liberalism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Rawls's Palitical Liberalism (Columbia
Themes in Philosophy) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book
isusualy handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Rawls's Political Liberalism (Columbia Themesin Philosophy) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tria run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Vincent Mireles:

The particular book Rawls's Political Liberalism (Columbia Themesin Philosophy) has alot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Fannie Vincent:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Rawls's Political Liberalism (Columbia Themesin
Philosophy) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.



Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Rawls's Palitical Liberalism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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