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Millions of people all over the world are avid members of the television
audience. Yet, despite the central place television occupies in contemporary
culture, our understanding of its complex and dynamic role in everyday life
remains surprisingly limited. Focusing on the television audience, Ien Ang asks
why we understand so little about its nature, and argues that our ignorance arises
directly out of the biases inherent in prevailing official knowledge about it. She
sets out to deconstruct the assumptions of this official knowledge by exploring
the territory where it is mainly produced - the television institutions.
Ang draws on Foucault's theory of power/knowledge to scrutinize television's
desperate search for the audience, and to identify differences and similarities in
the approaches of American commercial television and European public service
television to their audiences. She looks carefully at recent developments in the
field of ratings research, in particular the controversial introduction of the `people
meter' as an instrument for measuring the television audience. By defining the
limits and limitations of these institutional procedures of knowledge production,
Ien Ang opens up new avenues for understanding television audiences. Her
ethnographic perspective on the television audience gives new insights into our
television culture, with the audience seen not as an object to be controlled, but as
an active social subject, engaging with television in a variety of cultural and
creative ways.
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Millions of people all over the world are avid members of the television audience. Yet, despite the central
place television occupies in contemporary culture, our understanding of its complex and dynamic role in
everyday life remains surprisingly limited. Focusing on the television audience, Ien Ang asks why we
understand so little about its nature, and argues that our ignorance arises directly out of the biases inherent in
prevailing official knowledge about it. She sets out to deconstruct the assumptions of this official knowledge
by exploring the territory where it is mainly produced - the television institutions.
Ang draws on Foucault's theory of power/knowledge to scrutinize television's desperate search for the
audience, and to identify differences and similarities in the approaches of American commercial television
and European public service television to their audiences. She looks carefully at recent developments in the
field of ratings research, in particular the controversial introduction of the `people meter' as an instrument for
measuring the television audience. By defining the limits and limitations of these institutional procedures of
knowledge production, Ien Ang opens up new avenues for understanding television audiences. Her
ethnographic perspective on the television audience gives new insights into our television culture, with the
audience seen not as an object to be controlled, but as an active social subject, engaging with television in a
variety of cultural and creative ways.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Ang's book is a much needed and highly thought-provoking analysis.' - Journal of Educational
Television

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edris Sibert:

Often the book Desperately Seeking the Audience will bring that you the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Desperately Seeking the Audience is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Daniel Gutierrez:

Often the book Desperately Seeking the Audience has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Ray Ellis:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Desperately Seeking the Audience provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Melinda Gregory:

You may get this Desperately Seeking the Audience by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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