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Beginning from the premise that psychology needs to be questioned, dismantled
and new perspectives brought to the table in order to produce alternative
solutions, this book takes an unusual transdisciplinary step into the activism of
Black feminist theory. The author, Suryia Nayak, presents a close reading of
Audre Lorde and other related scholars to demonstrate how the activism of Black
feminist theory is concerned with issues central to radical critical thinking and
practice, such as identity, alienation, trauma, loss, the position and constitution of
individuals within relationships, the family, community and society.

Nayak reveals how Black feminist theory seeks to address issues that are also a
core concern of critical psychology, including individualism, essentialism and
normalization. Her work grapples with several issues at the heart of key
contemporary debates concerning methodology, identity, difference, race and
gender. Using a powerful line of argument, the book weaves these themes
together to show how the activism of Black feminist theory in general, and the
work of Audre Lorde in particular, can be used to effect social change in
response to the damaging psychological impact of oppressive social
constructions.

Race, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory will be of great interest
to advanced students, researchers, political activist and practitioners in
psychology, counselling, psychotherapy, mental health, social work and
community development.
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Beginning from the premise that psychology needs to be questioned, dismantled and new perspectives
brought to the table in order to produce alternative solutions, this book takes an unusual transdisciplinary
step into the activism of Black feminist theory. The author, Suryia Nayak, presents a close reading of Audre
Lorde and other related scholars to demonstrate how the activism of Black feminist theory is concerned with
issues central to radical critical thinking and practice, such as identity, alienation, trauma, loss, the position
and constitution of individuals within relationships, the family, community and society.

Nayak reveals how Black feminist theory seeks to address issues that are also a core concern of critical
psychology, including individualism, essentialism and normalization. Her work grapples with several issues
at the heart of key contemporary debates concerning methodology, identity, difference, race and gender.
Using a powerful line of argument, the book weaves these themes together to show how the activism of
Black feminist theory in general, and the work of Audre Lorde in particular, can be used to effect social
change in response to the damaging psychological impact of oppressive social constructions.

Race, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory will be of great interest to advanced students,
researchers, political activist and practitioners in psychology, counselling, psychotherapy, mental health,
social work and community development.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Nayak lays a strong foundation for a critical psychological engagement with the activism of black
feminist theory for all of us committed to addressing the psychological effects of oppression and who
seek to make social change.'- Stephanie Davis, The Psychologist, June 2015

‘Nayak offers readers a book that is simultaneously theoretical and conversational, personal and
political. Nayak’s tone is that of an educated friend, both intense and personal at the same time,
especially in the chapter focused on intersectionality, where Nayak shares more personal stories…
Nayak’s ability to transgress theoretical boundaries is impressive and something that she explains is
"a particular ‘critical’ tendency of the activism of Black feminist theory"… For a text of just 156
pages, Race, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory is astonishingly useful as a reference
manual, textbook, or activist guide, or can even seem like an understanding friend.’ - Geneva Reynaga-
Abiko, PsycCRITIQUES, May 2015

ace, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory offers cutting-edge social theory that uses Audre
Lorde’s pathbreaking writings as a foundation. The book contains sharp insights into how critical
theorists have sidestepped Lorde's anger at the racism within white feminist writings and thus
misunderstood much of her work. As a result, Nayak ensures that feminist political engagement
occupies a central place, both in her critique and her wonderfully forward-looking theory. The book is
a must-read for all feminists and women’s studies students!’ – Kum-Kum Bhavnani, Department of
Sociology, UC Santa Barbara, USA

About the Author

Suryia Nayak is a senior lecturer in social work at the University of Salford, UK. She has 30 years’
experience of working in the Rape Crisis Movement, community engagement across a diverse range of
peoples positioned as alienated using models of education as liberation, and the activism of Black feminism
to raise consciousness about the psychological and political impact of oppressive social constructions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Race, Gender and the Activism of Black
Feminist Theory: Working with Audre Lorde (Concepts for Critical Psychology) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?



Amy Tharp:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Race, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory: Working with Audre Lorde (Concepts for
Critical Psychology).

Everett Barton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Race, Gender and the Activism of Black
Feminist Theory: Working with Audre Lorde (Concepts for Critical Psychology) reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Race, Gender and the Activism of Black
Feminist Theory: Working with Audre Lorde (Concepts for Critical Psychology) as good book not just by
the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Willie Briggs:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you personally is Race, Gender and the Activism of Black Feminist Theory:
Working with Audre Lorde (Concepts for Critical Psychology) this e-book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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