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This ground-breaking study of early modern English preaching is the first to take
full account of the sermon as heard by the listener as well as uttered by the
preacher. It draws on awide range of printed and manuscript sources, but also
seeks to read behind the texts in order to reconstruct what was actually delivered
from the pulpit, with due attention to the differences between oral, written and
printed versions. In showing how sermons were interpreted and appropriated by
their hearers, often in ways that their authors never intended, it poses wider
guestions about the transmission of religious and political ideasin the post-
Reformation period. Offering aricher understanding of sermons as complex and
ambiguous texts, and opening up new avenues for their interpretation, it will be
essential reading for all students of the religious and cultural history of early
modern England.
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This ground-breaking study of early modern English preaching isthe first to take full account of the sermon
as heard by the listener as well as uttered by the preacher. It draws on awide range of printed and manuscript
sources, but also seeks to read behind the texts in order to reconstruct what was actually delivered from the
pulpit, with due attention to the differences between oral, written and printed versions. In showing how
sermons were interpreted and appropriated by their hearers, often in ways that their authors never intended, it
poses wider questions about the transmission of religious and political ideas in the post-Reformation period.
Offering aricher understanding of sermons as complex and ambiguous texts, and opening up new avenues
for their interpretation, it will be essential reading for al students of the religious and cultural history of early
modern England.
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Editorial Review

Review

"... offersafresh and richly textured account of sermon culture, considering the contributions and attitudes of
the audience as well as the preacher ... Sermons were unique performances, and one of the striking features
of Hunt's book is his commitment to examining them as such. He never loses sight of the broader culture of
which they were a part, but we see this culture through the eyes of an impressive range of individuals, each
located within a particular place and time ... Hunt bringsto life the world of the early modern sermon, and
students of early modern history will benefit from its riches."

Sarah Mortimer, Reviews in History

"A brilliant and original re-examination of the importance of preaching in later Reformation England ...
provides an exceptionally stimulating discussion of what came to fill people's minds after the statues had
been burned and the altars stripped.”

Peter Marshall, The Times Literary Supplement

"Hunt's tenacious pursuit of relevant sources in the dark corners of remote archives, subtle and nuanced
readings of sources, new insightsinto old questions, and accessible prose make this one of the most thought-
provoking and truly must-read books of the past ten years for people interested in early modern religion.”
Eric Josef Carlson, Journal of British Studies

"This book includes detailed studies of the political and theological controversiesin which preachers
participated - on usury or on predestination, for example. Y et by far the most exciting thing about this book
isthat it forces one to reconstruct what Hunt calls "participatory listening”, and in the process to listen to "the
call-and-response between the preacher and his audience": and to the consistency of popular hatred of
papistry.”

Gerard Kilroy, Recusant History

"... amasterful and highly readable study of "early modern Protestant preaching” ... has much to enlighten
and inspire today's homiletical scholars.”
Geoffrey Stevenson, The Expository Times

"In The Art of Hearing, Arnold Hunt provides a fascinating account of preaching in late Elizabethan and
early Stuart England. Hunt's book will be of value to all students of religious, cultural, and political lifein
early modern Britain and to anyone interested in the scholarly study of preaching.”

Marty Cowan, Churchman

About the Author
Arnold Hunt is Curator of Manuscripts at The British Library. He was the co-editor of The Book Trade and
its Customers 1450-1900: Historical Essays (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Marla Mestas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're till students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Art of Hearing: English Preachers and
their Audiences, 1590-1640. All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Phyllis Peters:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This The Art of Hearing: English Preachers and their Audiences, 1590-1640 book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without |eaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer connected with The Art of Hearing: English Preachers and their Audiences, 1590-1640
content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different available asit. So, do you continue to thinking The Art of Hearing:
English Preachers and their Audiences, 1590-1640 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Aviles:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Art of Hearing: English
Preachers and their Audiences, 1590-1640 which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's
See.

Cynthia Richards:

Y ou may get this The Art of Hearing: English Preachers and their Audiences, 1590-1640 by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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