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Fiefsand Vassalsis a book that will change our view of the medieval world.
Offering afundamental challenge to orthodox conceptions of feudalism, Susan
Reynolds argues that the concepts of fiefs and vassalage that have been central to
the understanding of medieval society for hundreds of years arein fact based on a
misunderstanding of the primary sources.

Reynolds demonstrates convincingly that the ideas of fiefs and vassalage as
currently understood, far from being the central structural elements of medieval
socia and economic relations, are a conceptual lens through which historians
have focused the details of medieval life. Thislens, according to Reynolds,
distorts more than it clarifies. With the lens removed, the realities of medieval
life will have the chance to appear as they really are: more various, more
individual, more complex, and perhaps richer than has previously been supposed.
Thisisaradical new examination of social relations within the noble class and
between lords and their vassals, the distillation of wide-ranging research by a
leading medieval historian. It will revolutionize the way we think of the Middle
Ages.
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Fiefsand Vassalsis a book that will change our view of the medieval world. Offering a fundamental
challenge to orthodox conceptions of feudalism, Susan Reynolds argues that the concepts of fiefs and
vassalage that have been central to the understanding of medieval society for hundreds of years arein fact
based on a misunderstanding of the primary sources.

Reynolds demonstrates convincingly that the ideas of fiefs and vassalage as currently understood, far from
being the central structural elements of medieval social and economic relations, are a conceptual lens
through which historians have focused the details of medieval life. Thislens, according to Reynolds, distorts
more than it clarifies. With the lens removed, the realities of medieval life will have the chance to appear as
they really are: more various, more individual, more complex, and perhaps richer than has previously been
supposed.

Thisisaradical new examination of social relations within the noble class and between lords and their
vassals, the digtillation of wide-ranging research by aleading medieval historian. It will revolutionize the
way we think of the Middle Ages.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Reynolds's argument is detailed and impressive and generally convincing....An important work and so
clearly presented that it could be used by upper-division undergraduates.”--Choice

From the Back Cover

Fiefs and Vassal s sets out to change our view of the medieval world. It offers afundamental challengeto
orthodox conceptions of feudalism. Susan Reynolds argues that the concepts of the fief and of vassalage, as
understood by historians of medieval Europe, were constructed by post-medieval scholars from the works of
medieval academic lawyers and that they provide a bad guide to the realities of medieval society.

About the Author

Susan Reynoldsis Emeritus Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. She isthe author of An Introduction to
the History of English Medieval Towns (OUP, 1977; CPB 1982), and Kingdoms and Communities in Western
Europe 900-1300 (OUP, 1984; CPB 1986).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Natalie White:

ThisFiefsand Vassals. The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you
will get. That Fiefsand Vassals: The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Fiefs and Vassals: The
Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves turn out to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Fiefsand
Vassdls: The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Debra Yarbrough:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Fiefs and Vassals. The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in



thisera

Dwight Case:

This book untitled Fiefs and Vassals: The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefitinit.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Romana Linder:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Fiefs and Vassals: The Medieval Evidence
Reinterpreted can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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