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There is an unspoken dark side of American medicine--keeping patients alive at
any price. Two thirds of Americans die in healthcare institutions, tethered to
machines and tubes at bankrupting costs, even though research shows that most
prefer to die at home in comfort, surrounded by loved ones.

Dr. Angelo E. Volandes believes that a life well lived deserves a good ending.
Through the stories of seven patients and seven very different end-of-life
experiences, he demonstrates that what people with a serious illness, who are
approaching the end of their lives, need most is not new technologies but one
simple thing: The Conversation. He argues for a radical re-envisioning of the
patient-doctor relationship and offers ways for patients and their families to talk
about this difficult issue to ensure that patients will be at the center and in charge
of their medical care.

It might be the most important conversation you ever have.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Worth the price of the book alone is Volandes' easy-to-follow guide for determining and making known
one's end-of-life wishes.” ?Booklist

“Written with passion and clarity, this book moves beyond others on the topic by including empirical
evidence of how to make such conversations about end-of-life care most effective.” ?Library Journal

“Appropriately, Volandes neither attempts nor claims to be impersonal or unemotional about this charged
topic; rather, he brings his personal and professional experiences as well as research to his impassioned
argument . . . [He]makes his points succinctly and convincingly and offers readers the tools to make change
within their own lives.” ?Shelf Awareness

“A thoughtful and thought provoking book that confronts the fear of death with the grace of wisdom and
understanding.” ?Spiritualty and Health

“Enlightening.” ?The New York Times

About the Author
Angelo E. Volandes is a physician and researcher at Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General
Hospital. He is also the co-founder of Advance Care Planning Decisions, a nonprofit organization devoted to
encouraging The Conversation through the use of videos. He lives outside Boston, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will need this The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care.

Thomas Melendez:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-
of-Life Care. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About



simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Melba More:

The book with title The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Helen Woodson:

This The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or
we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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