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When Odessa Blackburn is three years old her beloved grandmother dies, and so
begins her story, set in St. Louis,Missouri, and rural Mississippi. As the Þfth born
of eight children, Odessa loses her innocence at Þrst when her drunken father
sexually abuses her, and then again when she alone witnesses her father taking
the life of his own brother.
Fifth Born is Zelda Lockhart's debut novel, lyrically written and powerful in its
exploration of how secrets can tear apart lives and families. It is a story of love,
longing, and redemption, as Odessa walks away from those whom she believes to
be her kin to discover the true meaning of family.
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When Odessa Blackburn is three years old her beloved grandmother dies, and so begins her story, set in St.
Louis,Missouri, and rural Mississippi. As the Þfth born of eight children, Odessa loses her innocence at Þrst
when her drunken father sexually abuses her, and then again when she alone witnesses her father taking the
life of his own brother.
Fifth Born is Zelda Lockhart's debut novel, lyrically written and powerful in its exploration of how secrets
can tear apart lives and families. It is a story of love, longing, and redemption, as Odessa walks away from
those whom she believes to be her kin to discover the true meaning of family.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Set in Mississippi and Missouri in the 1970s, this strong debut novel tackles harrowing if familiar themes of
family violence and abuse. As the fifth child in a family of eight siblings, Odessa Blackburn sees herself as
the "invisible middle" of her family. Sexually abused by her alcoholic father early in life and then again in
late childhood, Odessa feels herself pushed away by her enabling mother and alienated by her own siblings,
each of whom has a different strategy for coping with the family dysfunction. As Odessa grows up, she
learns that her mother is having an affair with her father's older brother, Leland, and when her father learns
of it and murders Leland, Odessa is the only witness. Unable to tell anyone what she's seen or about her own
molestations, Odessa turns inward to memories of the one person who has ever shown her any real love: her
grandmother, whose funeral opens the book. Odessa discovers a message in her grandmother's Bible that
sheds some light on the intergenerational anguish of her family: "I lived in fear so much I couldn't show you
any love." As Odessa begins her quest for a haven, she finds a long-lost relative who is also the "fifth born"
and plays an important role in helping her rediscover her sense of trust. First-time author Lockhart, student of
bestselling author Dorothy Allison, paints a disturbing portrait of childhood sexual abuse and its
repercussions, and the strain alcoholism places on a family. While little new territory is covered here from a
literary standpoint, Lockhart's narrative is straightforward and lyrical, Odessa's voice is believable and the
evolution of her character in the face of overwhelming alienation is as engaging as it is heartbreaking.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Odessa is the fifth of what will eventually be eight children in the highly dysfunctional Blackburn family.
She is three years old when her grandmother dies and the last shred of joy goes out of her life. The
Blackburns have family ties both in a small town in Mississippi, their place of origin, and in St. Louis, where
many family members have journeyed in the mostly fruitless hope of finding a better life. Their father drinks
too much and terrorizes the children with his boundless, violent temper. Their mother is an ineffectual
woman who makes up stories to explain away injuries and mishaps, stories that become part of family lore
and skew the reality of their lives. After her mother, Odessa takes the brunt of much of the brutality, ever
shrinking inside herself until she slowly learns the long-held family secrets that underlie the violence.
Lockhart's first novel is evocative of Toni Morrison's Bluest Eye in its sensitive portrayal of a young girl
trapped in family violence, damaged by brutality, and longing for love. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
O Magazine Lockhart's mastery of sensory detail -- the tastes, smells, sounds, and sights of Odessa's world --
roots us moment to moment in the hardscrabble life of this transcendent tale.

Essence A touching story told with incredible grace and subtlety.

The San Francisco Chronicle The language in [Fifth Born] is eloquent, the writing style poetic and the use
of African American dialogue masterful.

Kirkus Reviews A poetic debut....An impressively mature piece of work.

Robin D. Stone With compassion, wit and grace, Zelda Lockhart gives us a new heroine: Odessa -- forgotten,
betrayed, wounded in body but strong in spirit that keeps us rooting for her 'til the sweet, sweet end.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer
that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Fifth Born: A Novel to
read.

Beverly Sands:

Here thing why that Fifth Born: A Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Fifth Born:
A Novel giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no guide that similar with Fifth Born: A Novel. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Fifth Born: A Novel in e-book can be your
choice.

Joyce Greenberg:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Fifth Born: A Novel book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Fifth
Born: A Novel content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fifth
Born: A Novel is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jack Morgan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Fifth Born: A Novel can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.
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