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Trained as an artist, Irving Penn began photographing for "Vogue" in the 1940s
and went on to become an accomplished and versatile image-maker. This
retrospective showcases 90 images covering the whole of his career.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The occasion that inspired this retrospective of one of the century's most captivating and stylish
photographers is Penn's donation of his professional archives and a hand-picked collection of his work to the
Art Institute of Chicago. This is cause for celebration, and Westerbeck, the museum's curator of
photography, and his contributors, including former Vogue editor Rosamond Bernier and anthropologist
Edmund Carpenter, who represent the two extremes of Penn's photographic universe, explain why in their
essays. In his fashion photographs, Penn combines glamour and wit; in his portraits of artists and writers (the
series of such notables as Martha Graham, Marcel Duchamp, and Georgia O'Keeffe wedged into a cleverly
constructed corner set are especially compelling), Penn reveals both the drama and the danger of the creative
life; in his nudes, he discovers the body's eternal mystery; in his portraits of New Guinea tribesmen, he
further explores the body as sculpture, attire as art. Even when Penn casts his eyes on something as classic as
a tulip, or as commercial as cosmetics, he makes magic. Donna Seaman

About the Author
Colin Westerbeck is Associate Curator of Photography at the Art Institute of Chicago. Contributing are the
art-world editor, biographer, and lecturer Rosamond Bernier, who was Penn's first editor at Vogue in the
early 1940s; fashion designer Issey Miyake; anthropologist Edmund Carpenter, who advised Penn on his
photographic expedition to New Guinea in 1970; Colin Eisler, Robert Lehman Professor of Fine Arts at New
York University's Institute of Fine Arts, who composed a catalogue for Penn's first show at the Marlborough
Gallery over 20 years ago; and the English historian of fashion and photography Martin Harrison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

In other case, little people like to read book Irving Penn: A Career in Photography. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Irving Penn: A
Career in Photography. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can
open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Edwards:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Irving Penn: A
Career in Photography suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Irving Penn: A Career in Photographyis the one of several books which everyone
read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rocio Linville:

The reason? Because this Irving Penn: A Career in Photography is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Clyde Okane:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Irving Penn: A Career in
Photography which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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