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This ambitious book investigates a major yet underexplored nexus of themes in
Roman cultural history: the evolving tropes of enclosure, retreat and compressed
space within expanding, potentially borderless empire. In Roman writers'
exploration of real and symbolic enclosures - caves, corners, villas, bathhouses,
the 'prison' of the human body itself - we see the aesthetic, philosophical and
political intersecting in fascinating ways, as the machine of empire is recast in
tighter and tighter shapes. Victoria Rimell brings ideas and methods from literary
theory, cultural studies and philosophy to bear on an extraordinary range of
ancient texts rarely studied in juxtaposition, from Horace's Odes, Virgil's Aeneid
and Ovid's Ibis, to Seneca's Letters, Statius' Achilleid and Tacitus' Annals. A
series of epilogues puts these texts in conceptual dialogue with our own
contemporary art world, and emphasizes the role Rome's imagination has played
in the history of Western thinking about space, security and dwelling.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Victoria Rimell is Associate Professor of Latin Language and Literature at Sapienza Universit... di Roma.
The author of three previous books with Cambridge University Press - Petronius and the Anatomy of Fiction
(2002); Ovid's Lovers: Desire, Difference and the Poetic Imagination (2006) and Martial's Rome: Empire
and the Ideology of Epigram (2008) - she has published many articles on Latin literature and Roman culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Closure of Space in Roman Poetics: Empire's Inward Turn (The W. B. Stanford Memorial Lectures)? Maybe
it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Marilyn Washington:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Closure of Space in Roman Poetics:
Empire's Inward Turn (The W. B. Stanford Memorial Lectures) to read.

Cesar Ford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Closure of Space in Roman Poetics: Empire's Inward Turn (The W. B.
Stanford Memorial Lectures) can make you experience more interested to read.



Carl Johnson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Closure of Space in Roman
Poetics: Empire's Inward Turn (The W. B. Stanford Memorial Lectures) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Closure of Space
in Roman Poetics: Empire's Inward Turn (The W. B. Stanford Memorial Lectures) can to be your new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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