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This engaging book traces the history, archaeology, and legends of ancient
Ireland from 9000 B.C., when nomadic hunter-gatherers appeared in Ireland at
the end of the last Ice Age to 1167 A.D., when a Norman invasion brought the
country under control of the English crown for the first time. So much of what
people today accept as ancient Irish history?Celtic invaders from Euproe turning
Ireland into a Celtic nation; St. Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland and
converting its people to Christianity?is myth and legend with little basis in
reality. The truth is more interesting. The Irish, as the authors show, are not even
Celtic in an archaeological sense. And there were plenty of bishops in Ireland
before a British missionary called Patrick arrived. But In Search of Ancient
Ireland is not simply the story of events from long ago. Across Ireland today are
festivals, places, and folk customs that provide a tangible link to events
thousands of years past. The authors visit and describe many of these places and
festivals, talking to a wide variety of historians, scholars, poets, and storytellers
in the very settings where history happened. Thus the book is also a journey on
the ground to uncover ten thousand years of Irish identity. In Search of Ancient
Ireland is the official companion to the three-part PBS documentary series. With
14 black-and-white photos, 6 b&w illustrations, and 1 map.
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This engaging book traces the history, archaeology, and legends of ancient Ireland from 9000 B.C., when
nomadic hunter-gatherers appeared in Ireland at the end of the last Ice Age to 1167 A.D., when a Norman
invasion brought the country under control of the English crown for the first time. So much of what people
today accept as ancient Irish history?Celtic invaders from Euproe turning Ireland into a Celtic nation; St.
Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland and converting its people to Christianity?is myth and legend with
little basis in reality. The truth is more interesting. The Irish, as the authors show, are not even Celtic in an
archaeological sense. And there were plenty of bishops in Ireland before a British missionary called Patrick
arrived. But In Search of Ancient Ireland is not simply the story of events from long ago. Across Ireland
today are festivals, places, and folk customs that provide a tangible link to events thousands of years past.
The authors visit and describe many of these places and festivals, talking to a wide variety of historians,
scholars, poets, and storytellers in the very settings where history happened. Thus the book is also a journey
on the ground to uncover ten thousand years of Irish identity. In Search of Ancient Ireland is the official
companion to the three-part PBS documentary series. With 14 black-and-white photos, 6 b&w illustrations,
and 1 map.
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Editorial Review

Review
Well-written...informative...new and fascinating material challenging many myths. (Lawrence J. McCaffrey,
Emeritus Professor of History, Loyola University of Chicago)

Your search for the roots of Irish history and culture begins here, with this marvelous book. (Terry Golway
The New York Observer)

Journeys across the centuries to explore fabled Erin's remarkable past and uncover the real story behind the
island nation's rich global legacy. (Irish Connections)

In bite-sized morsels that accommodate the busy lives of modern readers Search tells us about both the major
figures central to momentous events and the daily lives of commoners. (Richmond Times-Dispatch)

As much as can be excavated or deduced of ancient history is superbly featured with a wealth of fine detail
in this fascinating and highly readable resource. (Library Bookwatch)

...A clearly recommended pick for anyone interested in an updated, scholarly research tool covering the latest
truths about Irish history.... Provides an important gateway to understanding early Irish roots. (The
Bookwatch)

...An illuminating look at the new finds and scholarship and their place in Ireland's past.... The deft and
meticulously researched prose...brings ancient Ireland to vivid life. (Bostonirish.Com)

A great story, interesting to read and appealing to anyone with an interest in Ireland...A readable
history...poignant, not pedantic. (Virginia Garnett Carroll County Times)

From the Publisher
This engaging book traces the history, archaeology, and legends of ancient Ireland from 9000 B.C., when
nomadic hunter-gatherers appeared in Ireland at the end of the last Ice Age-to 1167 A.D., when an Anglo-
Norman invasion brought the country under control of the English crown for the first time. So much of what
people today accept as ancient Irish history-Celtic invaders from Europe turning Ireland into a Celtic nation;
St. Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland and converting its people to Christianity-is myth and legend with
little basis in reality.

The truth is more interesting. The Irish, as the authors show, are not even Celtic in an archaeological sense.
And there were plenty of bishops in Ireland before a British missionary called Patrick arrived. But In Search
of Ancient Ireland is not simply the story of events from long ago. Across Ireland today are ancient sites and
folk customs that provide tangible links to events thousands of years past. The authors visit and describe
many of these places, talking to a wide variety of historians, archeologists and language scholars, in the very
settings where history happened. Thus the book is also a journey on the ground to uncover ten thousand
years of Irish identity. It is all here, from the Celtic culture to the rise of the uniquely Irish Christian
spirituality to the final chapter which deals with the complex events that lead to the English invasion of the
island.



In Search of Ancient Ireland is the official companion to the PBS series of the same name.

About the Author
Carmel McCaffrey lectures on Irish history, literature, culture, and language at Johns Hopkins University. A
native of Dublin, she founded the literary review Wild About Wilde. She has also written In Search of
Ireland's Heroes. She is a Gaelic speaker and frequently travels back to Ireland. She lives in Mt. Airy,
Maryland.

Leo Eaton has produced, written, and directed television and film in Europe and the United States for thirty
years and has received many of television's major awards. London-born, he lives in New Windsor,
Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Aaron Powers:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book In Search of Ancient Ireland: The Origins of the Irish
from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the English. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a new book In Search of Ancient Ireland: The Origins of
the Irish from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the English. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kenneth Salinas:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular In Search of Ancient
Ireland: The Origins of the Irish from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the English book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Chung England:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled In Search of Ancient Ireland: The Origins
of the Irish from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the English can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.



Lois Bottoms:

This In Search of Ancient Ireland: The Origins of the Irish from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the
English is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using
great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having In Search of Ancient Ireland: The Origins of the Irish
from Neolithic Times to the Coming of the English in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but
this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that?
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