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Ever feel like you need a hug, a really big hug from someone? That's how Felipe
the young cactus feels, but his family just isn't the touchy-feely kind. Cactuses
can be quite prickly sometimes you know . . . and so can Felipe. But he'll be
darned if this one pointy issue will hold him back, so one day Felipe sets off on
his own to find a friend and just maybe, that long awaited hug.

In her debut picture book, Simona Ciraola creates an endearing tale of friendship,
beautifully illustrated with buoyant wit and the perfect story to share.

Simona Ciraolo is a Sardinian born author and illustrator whose buoyantly witty
and endearing tales recently won her the Sebastian Walker Award.

Ciraolo studied animation at the National Film School in Turin, Italy, before
moving to the United Kingdom where she undertook an MA in children's book
illustration at the Cambridge School of Art. She has also worked as a freelance
2D animator for children's TV shows and illustrated five picture books for an
independent Italian publisher.
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Ever feel like you need a hug, a really big hug from someone? That's how Felipe the young cactus feels, but
his family just isn't the touchy-feely kind. Cactuses can be quite prickly sometimes you know . . . and so can
Felipe. But he'll be darned if this one pointy issue will hold him back, so one day Felipe sets off on his own
to find a friend and just maybe, that long awaited hug.

In her debut picture book, Simona Ciraola creates an endearing tale of friendship, beautifully illustrated with
buoyant wit and the perfect story to share.

Simona Ciraolo is a Sardinian born author and illustrator whose buoyantly witty and endearing tales
recently won her the Sebastian Walker Award.

Ciraolo studied animation at the National Film School in Turin, Italy, before moving to the United Kingdom
where she undertook an MA in children's book illustration at the Cambridge School of Art. She has also
worked as a freelance 2D animator for children's TV shows and illustrated five picture books for an
independent Italian publisher.
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Editorial Review

Review

Best Children's Book of 2014, Brain Pickings
"There is, of course, a deeper allegorical undertone to the tale, beyond the surface interpretation of
celebrating one’s inner softness in a culture that encourages a prickly exterior. A subtle undercurrent
celebrates the spiritual homecoming of finding one’s tribe, the expansive embrace found in a kinship of
souls. The story is also a celebration of free will, reminding us ever so gently that whatever our
circumstances, we always have choices — and that our inability to see this is perhaps our gravest self-
imposed limitation."
—Brain Pickings

"Unlikely friends come together in “Hug Me,” by the Italian author Simona Ciraolo. She uses whimsical,
jagged colored-pencil drawings to portray Felipe, a young cactus who just wants someone to wrap his arms
around.”
—New York Times

“There’s a coy relationship between the text and artwork in Italian-born author/illustrator Ciraolo’s U.S.
debut […] Ciraolo’s softly drawn cartoon cacti radiate charm.”
—Publishers Weekly

"Ciraola tells her story with wry understatement, allowing her expressive illustrations to carry the narrative.
… Though Felipe’s not the first prickly children’s-book character ever to want a hug, he certainly is a
charmer.”
—Kirkus Reviews

"One of the things I like about this picture book—aside from its adorableness!—is that it’s honest. […] Hug
Me is a book about being yourself, getting your needs met, and finding a kindred soul. All in a super cute
package. Well done!"
—This Picture Book Life

"Hug Me is a remarkable book that tells a complex tale in charming drawings and poetic prose. […] It’s the
story of the universal need for affection and friendship, even if we are somewhat prickly."
—Joy Corcoran

Young readers may identify with Felipe’s journey of finding friends in a challenging environment. His
struggle is relatable and empathetic, and his delightfully illustrated character is welcoming and warm, despite
his prickly exterior.
—Portland Book Review

“Simply written, the tale offers moments of comedic delight… Ciraolo’s use of coloured pencils and felt tips
gives a rawness to the artwork, making it all the more organic and delectable.”
—The Illustrated Forest

From the Back Cover



Ever feel like you need a hug, a really big hug from someone?

That's how Felipe the young cactus feels, bu this family just isn't the touchy-feely kind. Cacti can be quite
prickly sometimes, you know...and so can Felipe. But he'll be darned if this one pointy issue will hold him
back, so one day Felipe sets off on his own to find a friend and, just maybe, that long awaited hug.

About the Author

Simona Ciraolo is a Sardinian born author and illustrator whose buoyantly witty and endearing tales recently
won her the Sebastian Walker Award.

Ciraolo studied animation at the National Film School in Turin, Italy, before moving to the UK where she
undertook an MA in Children's Book Illustration at the Cambridge School of Art. She has also worked as a
freelance 2D animator for children's TV shows and illustrated five picture books for an independent Italian
publisher.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

This Hug Me are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Hug Me can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Hug Me forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Dora Gourley:

The particular book Hug Me will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you.
The book Hug Me is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Monica Philson:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Hug Me is simple to bring you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Kate Vasquez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Hug Me was colorful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Hug Me has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading this.
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