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This book questions the universal belief that England's 1840-42 war with China
was an 'Opium War'. What really worried London was 'insults to the crown', the
claim of a dilapidated and corrupt China to be superior to everyone, threats to
British men and women and seizure of British property, plus the wish to expand
and free trade everywhere. It was only much later that general Chinese
resentment and Evangelical opinion at home - and in America - persuaded
everyone that Britain had indeed been wicked and fought for opium.
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Editorial Review

Review

'...timely, intelligent, unprejudiced and readable...this is a work of intellectual as much as diplomatic history
and readers will enjoy seeing old orthodoxies subverted and ingrained prejudices dissipated by Dr Gelber's
persuasive insinuation of reason.' - Professor S.A.M. Adshead, University of Canterbury, New Zealand

'...a well written, sharp-eyed and thoughtful treatment of a subject which continues to arouse interest and
controversy among historians.' - Professor John Gregory, author of The West and China Since 1500

'Harry Gelber shows how opium was only the immediate cause of war in a conflict which was far more about
the gulf between British and Chinese views of international order and the rules of trade. I enjoyed reading it
immensely.' - Professor Lord William Wallace, London School of Economics and Political Science

About the Author
HARRY G. GELBER is Professor of History and Political Science and Visiting Research Fellow at the
Asian Research Centre, London School of Economics and Political Economy. His publications include
Australia, Britain and the EEC, 1961-1963, National Power, Security and Economic Uncertainty, and
Sovereignty Through Interdependence.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for us. The book Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War
with China and its Aftermath had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's
1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War
with China and its Aftermath. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Stacey Samuels:

Here thing why this particular Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War with China and its
Aftermath are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends
in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals:
England's 1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals:
England's 1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your



own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's
1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath in e-book can be your substitute.

Clyde Harlan:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Opium, Soldiers and
Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Opium, Soldiers and
Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath become your own starter.

Kyra Franson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Opium, Soldiers and Evangelicals: England's 1840-42 War with China and its Aftermath
this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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