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In a draft attached to a letter to his friend and confidante Wilhelm Fliess (May
31, 1897), Freud develops an idea: The mechanism of fiction is the same as that
of hysterical fantasies. He supports this thought with a brief analysis of the
biographical sources of Goethe's Werther. A few months later, on October 15,
1897, Freud mails Fliess a detailed account of remembered events from his
childhood that, Freud believed, underlined the universality of Oedipus Rex and
Hamlet. Freud's foray into literature initiated the beginning of a new critical
approach.
In Essential Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis, Emanuel Berman presents
classic and contemporary papers written at the intersection of literature and
psychoanalysis. In bringing these essays together Berman traces the development
of a discipline that has often been plagued by a polarization between self-
confident, single-minded psychoanalysts reading literature as a series of case
studies and literary loyalists who cling to manifest content or to the declared
intentions of the authors, accepting them at face value and depriving the work of
its emotional complexity. Berman covers the full range of old and new
perspectives, and presents selections from today's mature phase.
This collection includes papers by Sigmund Freud, Steven Marcus, Patrick J.
Mahoney, Donald Spence, Otto Rank, Ernest Jones, Ernst Kris, Phyllis
Greenacre, Florence Bonime and Maryanne Eckardt, David Werman, Ellen
Handler Spitz, Jacques Lacan, Shoshana Felman, Norman N. Holland, Roy
Schafer, Meredith Anne Skura, Gail S. Reed, Francis Baudry, Rivka R.
Eifermann, and Bennett Simon.
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In a draft attached to a letter to his friend and confidante Wilhelm Fliess (May 31, 1897), Freud develops an
idea: The mechanism of fiction is the same as that of hysterical fantasies. He supports this thought with a
brief analysis of the biographical sources of Goethe's Werther. A few months later, on October 15, 1897,
Freud mails Fliess a detailed account of remembered events from his childhood that, Freud believed,
underlined the universality of Oedipus Rex and Hamlet. Freud's foray into literature initiated the beginning
of a new critical approach.
In Essential Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis, Emanuel Berman presents classic and contemporary
papers written at the intersection of literature and psychoanalysis. In bringing these essays together Berman
traces the development of a discipline that has often been plagued by a polarization between self-confident,
single-minded psychoanalysts reading literature as a series of case studies and literary loyalists who cling to
manifest content or to the declared intentions of the authors, accepting them at face value and depriving the
work of its emotional complexity. Berman covers the full range of old and new perspectives, and presents
selections from today's mature phase.
This collection includes papers by Sigmund Freud, Steven Marcus, Patrick J. Mahoney, Donald Spence, Otto
Rank, Ernest Jones, Ernst Kris, Phyllis Greenacre, Florence Bonime and Maryanne Eckardt, David Werman,
Ellen Handler Spitz, Jacques Lacan, Shoshana Felman, Norman N. Holland, Roy Schafer, Meredith Anne
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Prophetic Tradition and Radical Rhetoric in America importantly connects the radical rhetorical
tradition with biblical (prophetic) roots as an alternative to the Greek rhetorical tradition. . . . The book also
makes an important contribution to the history of the present in showing that contemporary radical
movements are grounded in American tradition and ethos. The story tells of a direct, actual, and unbroken
line from Paine and the revolution to Phillips to Debs [that] is simply riveting."-Daniel Boyarin, author of "A
Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity"

About the Author

William E. Butler is Professor of Law at University College, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Essential
Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis (Essential Papers on Psychoanalysis)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Meagan Shaffer:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Essential Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis (Essential Papers on
Psychoanalysis).

Laurel Ramer:

This Essential Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis (Essential Papers on Psychoanalysis) is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can



state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Essential Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis (Essential Papers on Psychoanalysis) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Debbie Allen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Essential
Papers on Literature and Psychoanalysis (Essential Papers on Psychoanalysis) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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