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The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe provides a
comprehensive overview of the gender rules encountered in Europe in the period
between approximately 500 and 1500 C.E. The essays collected in this volume
speak to interpretative challenges common to all fields of women's and gender
history - that is, how best to uncover the experiences of ordinary people from
archives formed mainly by and about elite males, and how to combine social
histories of lived experiences with cultural histories of gendered discourses and
identities. The collection focuses on Western Europe in the Middle Ages but
offers some consideration of medieval Islam and Byzantium.

The Handbook is structured into seven sections: Christian, Jewish, and Muslim
thought; law in theory and practice; domestic life and material culture; labour,
land, and economy; bodies and sexualities; gender and holiness; and the interplay
of continuity and change throughout the medieval period. It contains material
from some of the foremost scholars in this field, and it not only serves as the
major reference text in medieval and gender studies, but also provides an agenda
for future new research.
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Editorial Review

Review
a monumental undertaking. It has to be stated straight away, though, that this book is also an intellectually
monumental and much-needed project that brings together the latest scholarship and thinking on women and
gender studies... Bennett and Karras are to be congratulated on establishing a handbook that brings together
an exciting range of the most up-to-date research on gender. Gabriele Neher, History Today Students will
appreciate the Handbook for its helpful introductions, while more advanced readers and specialists in the
field will find the new interpretations, provocative thinking and illustrative material inspiring. The volume
ought to be on everyone's bookshelf or, in electronic form, bookmarked on one's computer. The editors
should be congratulated on having gathered together the very best in current scholarship. Elisabeth Van
Houts, English Historical Review

About the Author

Judith M. Bennett, John R. Hubbard Professor of History, University of Southern California,Ruth Mazo
Karras, Professor of History, University of Minnesota

Judith M. Bennett teaches women's history and medieval history at the University of Southern California.
She is the author of a number of books and articles on medieval women and on the feminist practice of
history, as well as a popular textbook on medieval European history.

Ruth Mazo Karras teaches history at the University of Minnesota. She is the author of five books and
numerous articles in medieval history and the history of gender and sexuality. She is a co-editor of the
journal Gender and History, General Editor of the Middle Ages Series at the University of Pennsylvania
Press, and a former president of the Berkshire Conference of Women Historians.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Oxford Handbook of Women and
Gender in Medieval Europe (Oxford Handbooks) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Courtney Cook:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe (Oxford



Handbooks) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval
Europe (Oxford Handbooks) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking
The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe (Oxford Handbooks) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Clarence Duncan:

Typically the book The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe (Oxford Handbooks)
has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Clifford McDaniel:

Beside this The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe (Oxford Handbooks) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe
(Oxford Handbooks) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
Find this book along with read it from currently!
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