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A Political Economy of the Middle East is the most comprehensive analysis of
the political economy of development in the contemporary Middle East over the
past several decades, examining the interaction of economic development
processes, state systems, state policies, and social actors in the Middle East.

The fourth edition, with new authors Melani Cammett and Ishac Diwan, has been
thoroughly revised, with two new introductory chapters that provide an updated
framework with which to understand and study the many changes in
demography, education, labor markets, urbanization, water and agriculture, and
international labor migration in the recent years. The new edition also includes: a
new chapter that charts the political economy of the Gulf states and in particular
the phenomenal growth of oil economies; a new chapter on the growth of the
private sector and its effects in the region; a new chapter on the rise of "crony
capitalism;" and increased coverage of the changes in civil society and social
movements in the region including an exploration of the causes, dynamics,
consequences, and aftermath of the Arab uprisings.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This volume is refreshing, timely, and essential.” —Middle East Quarterly

“A Political Economy of the Middle East makes a valuable intellectual contribution to the field of Middle
East Studies and allied disciplines and focuses the connections between economics, politics, and the social,
which are obscured in standard media analysis. I would highly recommend this book for courses on the
Middle East history, economics, and politics and as the standard reference book for students and scholars on
the political economies of the region.” —Digest of Middle East Studies

“The volume remains by far the best single work on the political economy of development in the
contemporary Middle East. Highly recommended.” —Choice

Praise for the previous editions:

“This book's strength is its conceptual, rigorous approach– it is a real textbook of political economy, not a
pseudo-journalistic descriptive text on the Middle East.”
—Jacek Lubecki, Georgia Southern University

“For those who wish to give a course on the Middle East that emphasizes economics, there really is no
alternative book.”
—Michael Twomey, University of Michigan

From the Back Cover
Praise for the previous editions:
"Given ongoing developments in the Middle East and North Africa, [] this remains a valuable resource for its
comprehensive coverage of the relevant economic, political, social, and religious issues affecting the region.
Highly recommended."
"Choice"
This book s strength is its conceptual, rigorous approach it is a real textbook of political economy, not a
pseudo-journalistic descriptive text on the Middle East.
Jacek Lubecki, Georgia Southern University
For those who wish to give a course on the Middle East that emphasizes economics, there really is no
alternative book.
Michael Twomey, University of Michigan
"A Political Economy of the Middle East" is the most comprehensive analysis of developments in the
political economy of the region over the past several decades, examining the interaction of economic
development processes, state systems and policies, and social actors in the Middle East.
The fourth edition, with new authors Melani Cammett and Ishac Diwan, has been thoroughly revised, with
two new introductory chapters that provide an updated framework with which to understand and study the
many changes in demography, education, labor markets, urbanization, water and agriculture, and
international labor migration in the recent years. The new edition also includes: a new chapter that charts the
political economy of the Gulf states and, in particular, the phenomenal growth of oil economies; a new
chapter on the rise of "crony capitalism;" and increased coverage of the changes in civil society and social



movements in the region, including an exploration of the causes, dynamics, consequences, and aftermath of
the Arab uprisings.
Melani Cammett is professor of government at Harvard University. She is the author of "Compassionate
Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon," and the co-editor of "The Politics of Non-State
Welfare."
Ishac Diwan is a visiting researcher at the Paris School of Economics and directs the Economic and Political
Transformation Program at the Economic Research Forum. He is the author of "Understanding the Political
Economy of the Arab Uprisings."
Alan Richards is Professor of Economics and Environmental Studies, Emeritus, at the University of
California at Santa Cruz.
John Waterbury is William Stewart Tod Professor of Politics and International Affairs, Emeritus, at
Princeton University."
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A Political Economy of the Middle East. Try to face the book A Political
Economy of the Middle East as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Carole Garner:

The book A Political Economy of the Middle East can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book A Political
Economy of the Middle East? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.



Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book A Political Economy of the Middle East has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Paul Mackey:

This A Political Economy of the Middle East book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This particular A Political Economy of the Middle East without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A Political Economy of the Middle
East can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This A Political Economy of the Middle East having
very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jessica Wilson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled A Political Economy of the Middle East your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get prior to. The A Political Economy of the Middle East giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?
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