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How the media are organised and funded is central to understanding their role in
society. Critical Political Economy of the Media provides a clear, comprehensive
and insightful introduction to the political economic analysis of contemporary
media.

Jonathan Hardy undertakes a critical survey of political economy scholarship
encompassing worldwide literature, issues and debates, and relationships with
other academic approaches. He assesses different ways of making sense of media
convergence and digitalisation, media power and influence, and transformations
across communication markets. Many of the problems of the media that
prompted critical political economy research remain salient, he argues, but the
approach must continue to adapt to new conditions and challenges. Hardy
advances the case for arevitalised critical media studies for the 21st century.

Topics covered include:

- media ownership and financing
- news and entertainment

- convergence and the Internet

- mediaglobalisation

- advertising and media

- dternative media

- media policy and regulation

Introducing key concepts and research, this book explains how political economy
can assist students, researchers and citizens to investigate and address vital
questions about the mediatoday.
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How the media are organised and funded is central to understanding their role in society. Critical Palitical
Economy of the Media provides a clear, comprehensive and insightful introduction to the political economic
analysis of contemporary media.

Jonathan Hardy undertakes a critical survey of political economy scholarship encompassing worldwide
literature, issues and debates, and relationships with other academic approaches. He assesses different ways
of making sense of media convergence and digitalisation, media power and influence, and transformations
across communication markets. Many of the problems of the media that prompted critical political economy
research remain salient, he argues, but the approach must continue to adapt to new conditions and challenges.
Hardy advances the case for arevitalised critical media studies for the 21st century.

Topics covered include:

- media ownership and financing
- news and entertainment

- convergence and the Internet

- mediaglobalisation

- advertising and media

- dternative media

- media policy and regulation

Introducing key concepts and research, this book explains how political economy can assist students,
researchers and citizens to investigate and address vital questions about the media today.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Jonathan Hardy’ s book deals in a highly astute manner with the question: How are the media shaped by and
shaping capitalism and power structures? It is an excellent resource for scholars, students, activists and
citizenswho are interested in the critique of the political economy of the media and who want to understand
what informational capitalism is doing to us and how we can politically resist it."

Christian Fuchs, Professor of Social Media, University of Westminster

"Questions about the arrogance of media owners, the pervasiveness of advertising and public relations, the
failure of regulation, and the pressures on public cultural institutions, are once again rising to the top of the
agenda for debate. Jonathan Hardy’ s timely intervention provides an admirably clear and accessible
introduction to atradition of inquiry, critical political economy, that has always placed these issues centre-
stage. Anyone serioudly interested in unpicking the ways media are shaped by the shifting play of power
between corporations, governments and civil society will find this book an indispensable guide.”

Graham Murdock, Professor of Culture and Economy, L oughborough University

"The critical study of the political economy of the media has never been more important. Jonathan Hardy
provides an excellent overview of thisvital perspective in abook that should become a key text in mediaand
communication studies.”

Janet Wasko, Professor & Knight Chair in Communication Research, University of Oregon

About the Author

Jonathan Hardy is Reader in Media Studies at the University of East London and teaches at Goldsmiths
College, University of London. He isthe author of Western Media Systems (2008) and Cross-Media
Promotion (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

L ouise Hawkins;

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading abook will give you alot of new info.
When you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share



the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Critical Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and Society), you can tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a publication.

Pauline Muedller:

The reserve with title Critical Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and
Society) haslot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Kathy Graves:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Critical Political Economy of the Media:
An Introduction (Communication and Society) can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one
book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Ciritical Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and Society).

William White:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Critical Political Economy of the Media:
An Introduction (Communication and Society).
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