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Who could care for a bear?

When Harry Colebourn saw a baby bear for sale at the train station, he knew he
could care for it. Harry was a veterinarian. But he was also a soldier in training
for World War I.

Harry named the bear Winnie, short for Winnipeg, his company's home town,
and he brought her along to the training camp in England. Winnie followed Harry
everywhere and slept under his cot every night. Before long, she became the
regiment's much-loved mascot.

But who could care for the bear when Harry had to go to the battleground in
France? Harry found just the right place for Winnie while he was away -- the
London Zoo. There a little boy named Christopher Robin came along and played
with Winnie -- he could care for this bear too!

Sally Walker's heartwarming story, paired with Jonathan Voss's evocative
illustrations, brings to life the story of the real bear who inspired Winnie the
Pooh.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 1–2—Readers will be captivated by this picture book account of the bear who inspired the "Winnie-the-
Pooh" series. Walker tells the story of Harry Colebourn, a World War I soldier who came upon a man selling
a baby bear at a train station (he had shot the cub's mother) and decided to adopt the animal. A veterinarian,
Colebourn quickly became attached to the little bear he named Winnie (short for Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Colebourn's company's hometown), who accompanied the soldier to a training camp in Quebec and became a
favorite of the entire regiment. Winnie even went with the company to England when more soldiers were
needed across the Atlantic. When Colebourn was sent into battle, he took Winnie to the London Zoo, where
she was so gentle and tame that zookeepers sometimes let children ride on her back. There, Milne's young
son, Christopher Robin, met her and fell in love, motivating Milne to pen the "Winnie-the-Pooh" books.
Sweet, realistic illustrations, rendered in watercolor with pen and ink, lend the work an old-fashioned air,
while a simple but gentle narrative provides readers with a sense of the emotional connection between
Winnie and Colebourn. Back matter offers brief material on Colebourn, Winnie, black bears in general, and
Milne's writings, as well as photographs of Winnie and Christopher Robin. Children will enjoy this
interesting insight into the real story behind a beloved bear they already know so well.—April Sanders,
Spring Hill College, Mobile, AL

Review
Praise for "Blizzard of Glass"

An ALA Notable Children's Book* "Riveting." --"Kirkus Reviews," starred review"Why haven't children
heard this story before?" --"The New York Times Book Review""[Walker's] consummate gifts as a
storyteller . . . breathe life into the tale." --"The Horn Book""This tragic but well-told story belongs in most
collections." --"School Library Journal"

Praise for "Winnie" "Ideal for Winnie the Pooh fans, this clear, straightforward biography reveals the bear
behind the tale." -" Kirkus Reviews" Praise for "Blizzard of Glass"

An ALA Notable Children's Book* "Riveting." --"Kirkus Reviews," starred review"Why haven't children
heard this story before?" --"The New York Times Book Review""[Walker's] consummate gifts as a
storyteller . . . breathe life into the tale." --"The Horn Book""This tragic but well-told story belongs in most
collections." --"School Library Journal"

Praise for "Winnie" "Readers will be captivated by the fictionalized picture book account of the bear that
eventually became the inspiration for A.A. Milne's acclaimed "Winnie-the-Pooh" series." - "School Library
Journal" "Ideal for Winnie the Pooh fans, this clear, straightforward biography reveals the bear behind the
tale." -" Kirkus Reviews" Praise for "Blizzard of Glass"

An ALA Notable Children's Book* "Riveting." --"Kirkus Reviews," starred review"Why haven't children
heard this story before?" --"The New York Times Book Review""[Walker's] consummate gifts as a
storyteller . . . breathe life into the tale." --"The Horn Book""This tragic but well-told story belongs in most
collections." --"School Library Journal" "Walker provides a concise, affecting account of the story behind
the bear that sparked the creation of Winnie-the-Pooh." - "Publishers Weekly"



Praise for "Winnie" "Beautifully illustrated with humanistic, old-fashioned washed, Walker's true tale is a
low-key heart warmer about an unexpected interspecies bond." - "Booklist" "Readers will be captivated by
the fictionalized picture book account of the bear that eventually became the inspiration for A.A. Milne's
acclaimed "Winnie-the-Pooh" series." - "School Library Journal" "Ideal for Winnie the Pooh fans, this clear,
straightforward biography reveals the bear behind the tale." -" Kirkus Reviews" Praise for "Blizzard of
Glass"
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about an unexpected interspecies bond. "Booklist"

Readers will be captivated by the fictionalized picture book account of the bear that eventually became the
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Walker's short, descriptive text provides the essentials of the story, and Voss's watercolor illustrations
portray the unusual situation with a mix of realism and humor. "The Horn Book"

This is an intriguing and well-written look at a different era....Voss' watercolor and pen and ink illustrations
paint a casual and affectionate portrait of man and bear. "BCCB""
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paint a casual and affectionate portrait of man and bear. BCCB
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About the Author

Sally M. Walker is the author of the ALA Notable Blizzard of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917. She is
also the author of Written in Bone, Fossil Fish Found Alive, and Secrets of a Civil War Submarine, which
was awarded a Sibert Medal. She lives in Illinois.

Jonathan D. Voss was a portrait artist and graphic designer before becoming a children's book illustrator.
He lives in North Carolina with his family. Winnie is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Winnie: The
True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Leslie Jasso:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who
Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Winnie: The
True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh.

Thomas Hawkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Winnie:
The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh.



Carl Johnson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Winnie: The True Story of the
Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the book Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-
Pooh can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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