
Image Science: Iconology, Visual Culture,
and Media Aesthetics

By W. J. T. Mitchell

Image Science: Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics By W. J. T.
Mitchell

Almost thirty years ago, W. J. T. Mitchell’s Iconology helped launch the
interdisciplinary study of visual media, now a central feature of the humanities.
Along with his subsequent Picture Theory and What Do Pictures Want?,
Mitchell’s now-classic work introduced such ideas as the pictorial turn, the
image/picture distinction, the metapicture, and the biopicture. These key concepts
imply an approach to images as true objects of investigation—an “image
science.”

Continuing with this influential line of thought, Image Science gathers Mitchell’s
most recent essays on media aesthetics, visual culture, and artistic symbolism.
The chapters delve into such topics as the physics and biology of images, digital
photography and realism, architecture and new media, and the occupation of
space in contemporary popular uprisings. The book looks both backward at the
emergence of iconology as a field and forward toward what might be possible if
image science can indeed approach pictures the same way that empirical sciences
approach natural phenomena.

Essential for those involved with any aspect of visual media, Image Science is a
brilliant call for a method of studying images that overcomes the “two-culture
split” between the natural and human sciences.
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Almost thirty years ago, W. J. T. Mitchell’s Iconology helped launch the interdisciplinary study of visual
media, now a central feature of the humanities. Along with his subsequent Picture Theory and What Do
Pictures Want?, Mitchell’s now-classic work introduced such ideas as the pictorial turn, the image/picture
distinction, the metapicture, and the biopicture. These key concepts imply an approach to images as true
objects of investigation—an “image science.”

Continuing with this influential line of thought, Image Science gathers Mitchell’s most recent essays on
media aesthetics, visual culture, and artistic symbolism. The chapters delve into such topics as the physics
and biology of images, digital photography and realism, architecture and new media, and the occupation of
space in contemporary popular uprisings. The book looks both backward at the emergence of iconology as a
field and forward toward what might be possible if image science can indeed approach pictures the same way
that empirical sciences approach natural phenomena.

Essential for those involved with any aspect of visual media, Image Science is a brilliant call for a method of
studying images that overcomes the “two-culture split” between the natural and human sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Mitchell is persistently exciting in the way that he brings images together to build a logical description of a
historical situation that is not reductive or simplified. . . . In Image Science, we get a good sense of what he
wants the image to do, and some brilliant examples of it, together with an arsenal of semiotic sub-
categories.”
(Los Angeles Review of Books)

“With its comprehensive presentation of Mitchell's revisionist concept of iconology, Image Science serves as
an introduction to the challenges of studying both art history and the more innovative fields of visual culture
and media studies. It is also a fine review of Mitchell's contributions to interdisciplinary study. . . . Highly
recommended.”
(Choice)

“Image Science adds another chapter to Mitchell’s long and illustrious intervention in the disciplines of art
history and visual studies. Mitchell argues persuasively for a science of the visual that straddles the
humanities and the social and natural sciences, one that addresses not only objects but also their perception
and role in human experience. This is an exciting and theoretically challenging collection.”
(Keith Moxey, Barnard College, Columbia University)

“Image Science is fascinating and a wonderful account of a leading scholar’s rich research. As always,
Mitchell’s writing is erudite, engaging, and challenging; his thinking mindful and provocative in equal
measure; his arguments dazzling; his insights startling.”
(Marquard Smith, Kingston University, London)

“Ranging widely across the new visual realities of science, art, cinema, and digital media, these essays are
conceptually precise, politically engaged, and deeply reflective. They demonstrate why Mitchell has become
America’s leading philosopher of the image.”
(Susan Buck-Morss, Graduate Center of the City University of New York)

About the Author

W. J. T. Mitchell is the Gaylord Donnelley Distinguished Service Professor of English and Art History at
the University of Chicago and is editor of Critical Inquiry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Image Science: Iconology,



Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Cynthia Johnson:

Precisely why? Because this Image Science: Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Betty Abbott:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Image Science: Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics will give you new experience in
looking at a book.

Ann Lang:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Image Science: Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Image Science:
Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics. You can more attractive than now.
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