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Contemporary theory is replete with metaphors of travel—displacement,
diaspora, borders, exile, migration, nomadism, homelessness, and tourism to
name a few. In Questions of Travel, Caren Kaplan explores the various
metaphoric uses of travel and displacement in literary and feminist theory, traces
the political implications of this “traveling theory,” and shows how various
discourses of displacement link, rather than separate, modernism and
postmodernism.
Addressing a wide range of writers, including Paul Fussell, Edward Said, James
Clifford, Gilles Deleuze, Jean Baudrillard, Gayatri Spivak, Edward Soja, Doreen
Massey, Chandra Mohanty, and Adrienne Rich, Kaplan demonstrates that
symbols and metaphors of travel are used in ways that obscure key differences of
power between nationalities, classes, races, and genders. Neither rejecting nor
dismissing the powerful testimony of individual experiences of modern exile or
displacement, Kaplan asks how mystified metaphors of travel might be avoided.
With a focus on theory’s colonial discourses, she reveals how these metaphors
continue to operate in the seemingly liberatory critical zones of poststructuralism
and feminist theory. The book concludes with a critique of the politics of location
as a form of essentialist identity politics and calls for new feminist geographies
of place and displacement.
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Contemporary theory is replete with metaphors of travel—displacement, diaspora, borders, exile, migration,
nomadism, homelessness, and tourism to name a few. In Questions of Travel, Caren Kaplan explores the
various metaphoric uses of travel and displacement in literary and feminist theory, traces the political
implications of this “traveling theory,” and shows how various discourses of displacement link, rather than
separate, modernism and postmodernism.
Addressing a wide range of writers, including Paul Fussell, Edward Said, James Clifford, Gilles Deleuze,
Jean Baudrillard, Gayatri Spivak, Edward Soja, Doreen Massey, Chandra Mohanty, and Adrienne Rich,
Kaplan demonstrates that symbols and metaphors of travel are used in ways that obscure key differences of
power between nationalities, classes, races, and genders. Neither rejecting nor dismissing the powerful
testimony of individual experiences of modern exile or displacement, Kaplan asks how mystified metaphors
of travel might be avoided. With a focus on theory’s colonial discourses, she reveals how these metaphors
continue to operate in the seemingly liberatory critical zones of poststructuralism and feminist theory. The
book concludes with a critique of the politics of location as a form of essentialist identity politics and calls
for new feminist geographies of place and displacement.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Questions of Travel is a multilayered inquiry into the ideological function of metaphors in discourses of
displacement. Kaplan richly historicizes these metaphors in order to explicate the situated meanings that
inhere in the myriad kinds of displacement that characterizes contemporary writing and lives. Her
meditations on the rhetorics of displacement—including nomadism, exile, migrancy, and other practices of
movement across space—take the reader on an exciting excursion into the fraught politics of travel
discourse.”—Donna Haraway, University of California, Santa Cruz

From the Back Cover
""Questions of Travel" is a multilayered inquiry into the ideological function of metaphors in discourses of
displacement. Kaplan richly historicizes these metaphors in order to explicate the situated meanings that
inhere in the myriad kinds of displacement that characterizes contemporary writing and lives. Her
meditations on the rhetorics of displacement--including nomadism, exile, migrancy, and other practices of
movement across space--take the reader on an exciting excursion into the fraught politics of travel
discourse."--Donna Haraway, University of California, Santa Cruz

About the Author

Caren Kaplan is Associate Professor in the Department of Women’s Studies at the University of California at
Berkeley. She is coeditor (with Inderpal Grewal) of Scattered Hegemonies: Postmodernity and
Transnational Feminist Practices and Between Woman and Nation (with Norma Alarcón and Minoo
Moallem).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Wood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Questions of Travel: Postmodern Discourses of Displacement (Post-
Contemporary Interventions). Try to the actual book Questions of Travel: Postmodern Discourses of
Displacement (Post-Contemporary Interventions) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when
you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Luciana Findley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot



of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Questions of
Travel: Postmodern Discourses of Displacement (Post-Contemporary Interventions).

Gertrude Knudsen:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Questions of Travel: Postmodern Discourses of Displacement (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Joseph Robison:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Questions of Travel: Postmodern
Discourses of Displacement (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is simple bringing you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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