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A groundbreaking book that seeks to understand dance as labor, Sweating Saris
examines dancers not just as aesthetic bodies but as transnational migrant
workers and wage earners who negotiate citizenship and gender issues. 
           
Srinivasan merges ethnography, history, critical race theory, performance and
post-colonial studies among other disciplines to investigate the embodied
experience of Indian dance. The dancers’ sweat stained and soaked saris, the
aching limbs are emblematic of global circulations of labor, bodies, capital, and
industrial goods.  Thus the sweating sari of the dancer stands in for her
unrecognized labor.
         
Srinivasan shifts away from the usual emphasis on Indian women dancers as
culture bearers of the Indian nation. She asks us to reframe the movements of late
nineteenth century transnational Nautch Indian dancers to the foremother of
modern dance Ruth St. Denis in the early twentieth century to contemporary
teenage dancers in Southern California, proposing a transformative theory of
dance, gendered-labor, and citizenship that is far-reaching.
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A groundbreaking book that seeks to understand dance as labor, Sweating Saris examines dancers not just as
aesthetic bodies but as transnational migrant workers and wage earners who negotiate citizenship and gender
issues. 
           
Srinivasan merges ethnography, history, critical race theory, performance and post-colonial studies among
other disciplines to investigate the embodied experience of Indian dance. The dancers’ sweat stained and
soaked saris, the aching limbs are emblematic of global circulations of labor, bodies, capital, and industrial
goods.  Thus the sweating sari of the dancer stands in for her unrecognized labor.
         
Srinivasan shifts away from the usual emphasis on Indian women dancers as culture bearers of the Indian
nation. She asks us to reframe the movements of late nineteenth century transnational Nautch Indian dancers
to the foremother of modern dance Ruth St. Denis in the early twentieth century to contemporary teenage
dancers in Southern California, proposing a transformative theory of dance, gendered-labor, and citizenship
that is far-reaching.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Sweating Saris takes us through the fascinating interconnections of labor, dance, and immigration.
Beautifully researched and written, this book makes us think deeply about what dancing bodies mean and
how they achieve their seeming perfection. Srinivasan's blending of archival research, ethnography, and
first-person narration is a tour de force." -Josephine Lee, author of Performing Asian America and The Japan
of Pure Invention

About the Author
Priya Srinivasan is Associate Professor in Critical Dance Studies at the Department of Dance, University of
California, Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do this. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this kind of Sweating Saris: Indian Dance as Transnational Labor to read.

Frederica Dawkins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Sweating Saris: Indian Dance as Transnational Labor as
your daily resource information.

Lorraine Bryant:

Typically the book Sweating Saris: Indian Dance as Transnational Labor has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after looking over this book.



Amy Osburn:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Sweating Saris: Indian Dance as Transnational Labor why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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