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An unprecedented annotated anthology of the most important Jewish mystical
works, A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader is designed to facilitate
teaching these works to all levels of learners in adult education and college
classroom settings. Daniel M. Horwitz’s insightful introductions and commentary
accompany readings in the Talmud and Zohar and writings by Ba'al Shem Tov,
Rav Kook, Abraham Joshua Heschel, and others. 

Horwitz’s introduction describes five major types of Jewish mysticism and
includes a brief chronology of their development, with a timeline. He begins with
biblical prophecy and proceeds through the early mystical movements up through
current beliefs. Chapters on key subjects characterize mystical expression
through the ages, such as Creation and deveikut (“cleaving to God”); the role of
Torah; the erotic; inclinations toward good and evil; magic; prayer and ritual; and
more. Later chapters deal with Hasidism, the great mystical revival, and
twentieth-century mystics, including Abraham Isaac Kook, Kalonymous Kalman
Shapira, and Abraham Joshua Heschel. A final chapter addresses today’s
controversies concerning mysticism’s place within Judaism and its potential for
enriching the Jewish religion.
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An unprecedented annotated anthology of the most important Jewish mystical works, A Kabbalah and
Jewish Mysticism Reader is designed to facilitate teaching these works to all levels of learners in adult
education and college classroom settings. Daniel M. Horwitz’s insightful introductions and commentary
accompany readings in the Talmud and Zohar and writings by Ba'al Shem Tov, Rav Kook, Abraham Joshua
Heschel, and others. 

Horwitz’s introduction describes five major types of Jewish mysticism and includes a brief chronology of
their development, with a timeline. He begins with biblical prophecy and proceeds through the early mystical
movements up through current beliefs. Chapters on key subjects characterize mystical expression through the
ages, such as Creation and deveikut (“cleaving to God”); the role of Torah; the erotic; inclinations toward
good and evil; magic; prayer and ritual; and more. Later chapters deal with Hasidism, the great mystical
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Editorial Review

Review

"Rabbi Horwitz has done a masterful job of collecting important excerpts from the vast storehouse of
mystical literature, and annotated each selection with a perceptive analysis. This collection will remain the
classic book of study on kabbalah and Jewish mysticism for decades to come."—Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins
(Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins Jewish Media Review listserv)

“A gateway into the world of Jewish spirituality. . . . An important resource, very well done.”—Rabbi Jack
Riemer, editor of The World of the High Holy Days

(Rabbi Jack Riemer 2015-09-15)

“Rabbi Horwitz has written a fine book of accessible scholarship, one that will be welcomed by rabbis,
educators, and adult education classes. Strongly recommended.”—Rabbi Judith Abrams, the late former head
of Maqom, School for Adult Talmud Study, and coauthor of The Messiah and the Jews
(Rabbi Judith Abrams 2015-09-15)

“Very solid, carefully thought-out, and well researched, making a very complicated subject quite
accessible.”—Rabbi Dr. Byron L. Sherwin, the late former Distinguished Service Professor, Spertus
Institute 
(Rabbi Dr. Byron L. Sherwin 2015-09-15)

About the Author

Daniel M. Horwitz is chapel rabbi at Congregation Beth Yeshurun in Houston, Texas. He is a teacher at the
Akiba Academy of Beth Yeshurun and the Houston Melton Adult Mini-School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need
to answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of A Kabbalah
and Jewish Mysticism Reader (JPS Anthologies of Jewish Thought) to read.



Rachel Glidewell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader (JPS
Anthologies of Jewish Thought) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Alma Brady:

The guide with title A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader (JPS Anthologies of Jewish Thought)
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Evelyn Broderick:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled A
Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism Reader (JPS Anthologies of Jewish Thought) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The A Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism
Reader (JPS Anthologies of Jewish Thought) giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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