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In this innovative book, Alfred W. McCoy takes a new approach to the military
and political history of the Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates
from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the classes of 1940 and
1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differences in their academic socialization
and subsequent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story
of these two classes becomes the history of the entire Philippine army, offering
important insights into the complexities of Filipino involvement in war and peace
from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, as well as on diaries and
memoirs, the book details for the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood
that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of 1940, who bonded to
one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic
battles against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the
military affirmed. In postwar decades, they actively blocked coup attempts. By
contrast, the class of ’71 emerged from the academy to become the fist of the
Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’s
socialization and inspired them to launch six coup attempts in the late 1980s. The
collective biographies of these officers offer insights not only into Philippine
history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male gender
on a distinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’état, and the collective
trauma of torture.
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Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the
classes of 1940 and 1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differences in their academic socialization and
subsequent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story of these two classes becomes
the history of the entire Philippine army, offering important insights into the complexities of Filipino
involvement in war and peace from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, as well as on diaries and memoirs, the book details for
the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of
1940, who bonded to one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic battles
against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the military affirmed. In postwar decades,
they actively blocked coup attempts. By contrast, the class of ’71 emerged from the academy to become the
fist of the Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’s socialization and
inspired them to launch six coup attempts in the late 1980s. The collective biographies of these officers offer
insights not only into Philippine history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male
gender on a distinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’état, and the collective trauma of torture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Alfred W. McCoy is professor of Southeast Asian history at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cora Spillane:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Closer Than
Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Steven Strong:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the
Philippine Military Academy book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Pamela Eckert:

The knowledge that you get from Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy will
be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the
Philippine Military Academy giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore
it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy
instantly.



Jack Bell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Closer
Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy.
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