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J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dial ogues have an unsuspected musical
structure and use symbols to encode Pythagorean doctrines. The followers of
Pythagoras famousdly thought that the cosmos had a hidden musical structure and
that wise philosophers would be able to hear this harmony of the spheres.
Kennedy shows that Plato gave his dialogues a similar, hidden musical structure.
He divided each dialogue into twelve parts and inserted symbols at each twelfth
to mark a musical note. These passages are relatively harmonious or dissonant,
and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's
ancient followers insisted that Plato used symbolsto conceal his own views
within the dialogues, but modern scholars have denied this. Kennedy, an expert
in Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's dialogues
do contain a system of symbols. Scholars in the humanities, without knowledge
of obsolete Greek mathematics, would not have been able to detect these musical
patterns. This book begins with a concise and accessible introduction to Plato's
symbolic schemes and the role of allegory in ancient times. The following
chapters then annotate the musical symbolsin two of Plato's most popular
dialogues, the Symposium and Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical
scale as an outline for structuring his narratives.
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J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dialogues have an unsuspected musical structure and use symbols to encode
Pythagorean doctrines. The followers of Pythagoras famously thought that the cosmos had a hidden musical
structure and that wise philosophers would be able to hear this harmony of the spheres. Kennedy shows that
Plato gave his dialogues a similar, hidden musical structure. He divided each dialogue into twelve parts and
inserted symbols at each twelfth to mark a musical note. These passages are relatively harmonious or
dissonant, and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's ancient followers
insisted that Plato used symbolsto conceal his own views within the dialogues, but modern scholars have
denied this. Kennedy, an expert in Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's
dialogues do contain a system of symbols. Scholars in the humanities, without knowledge of obsol ete Greek
mathematics, would not have been able to detect these musical patterns. This book begins with a concise and
accessible introduction to Plato's symbolic schemes and the role of allegory in ancient times. The following
chapters then annotate the musical symbolsin two of Plato's most popular dialogues, the Symposium and
Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical scale as an outline for structuring his narratives.

The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues By J.B. Kennedy Bibliography

- Sales Rank: #6635113 in Books

- Brand: Brand: Acumen Publishing

- Published on: 2014-08-13

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

- Dimensions: 1.20" h x 6.30" w x 9.30" |, 1.45 pounds
- Binding: Hardcover

- 240 pages

i Download The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues ...pdf

@ Read Online The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues ...pdf



http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1844652661

Download and Read Free Online The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues By J.B. Kennedy

Editorial Review

Review

'A ground-breaking study of Plato's dialogues, which presents an entirely new way of thinking about Plato.
The adoption of computer-generated stichometric analysis of Plato's dialogues and its connection to
Pythagorean music opens new lines of inquiry not only in philosophy but in music, mathematics, and literary
theory. By discovering the elegant formal unity underneath Plato’'s meandering dialogues, Kennedy has
developed a new approach to study Plato.' --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

J.B. Kennedy studied mathematics at Princeton and took his doctorate in philosophy at Stanford. Heisa
Lecturer in the Centre for the History of Science, Technology and Medicine at the University of Manchester.
He is the author of Space, Time and Einstein (Acumen, 2002).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Sharpton:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We al know that that
book is very important for us. The book The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialoguesis not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues.
Y ou never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Teresa Ealy:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Musical Structure
of Plato's Dialogues suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialoguesis the main of several books this everyone
read now. Thiskind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you alarge
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Thomas Dacosta:

The publication with title The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues posesses alot of information that you
can study it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou



can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joan Ortega:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard which gquestion when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Musical Structure of
Plato's Dialogues.
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