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Bring your big ideas to the small screen with this one-of-a-kind guide to
creating amazing Android applications

The Android OS continues to rapidly expand offering app developers access to
one of the largest platforms available, and this easy-to-follow guide walks you
through the development process step by step. In this new edition of the
bestselling Android Application Development For Dummies, Android
programming experts Michael Burton and Donn Felker explain how to download
the SDK, get Eclipse up and running, code Android applications, and share your
finished products with the world.

Featuring two sample programs, this book explores everything from the simple
basics to advanced aspects of Android application development.

Walks you through all the steps in developing applications for the Android●

platform, including the latest Android features like scrollable widgets,
enhanced UI tools, social media integration, and new calendar and contact
capabilities
Starts off with downloading the SDK, then explains how to bring your●

applications to life and submit your work to the Android Market
Includes real-world advice from expert programmers Donn Felker and Michael●

Burton, who break every aspect of the development process down into
practical, digestible pieces

Whether you're new to Android development or already on your way, Android
Application Development For Dummies, 2nd Edition is the guide you need to dig
into the app dev process!
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Q & A with Authors Donn Felker & Michael Burton

Donn Felker

Michael Burton
How long have you been developing apps for the Android platform?

Donn: I've been developing for Android since the first device was released back in 2008. My wife upgraded
from an old flip phone to the G1 and while I was in between clients, I decided to write a couple of apps for
the phone and decided to stick with it.

Michael: Ditto for me. I cut my teeth on Android development on the original Android G1. It was the Wild
West in those days, and in some ways, still is!

How did you get started?

Michael: A friend of mine started a company with his buddy from MIT, and I joined up with him a few
weeks later to take on the man and change the world. Originally I was doing backend development on a
Python/Django 0.93 stack, and we were targeting a mobile web and native iPhone app, but once the G1 came
out, we knew Android was going to change things up. Since I was the only one on our little six-person
startup who had a lot of experience in Java, I switched over and coded our first Android app as fast as I



could.

What first attracted you to the Android platform?

Donn: I liked how open it was and how quickly I could develop an application and get it to market.

Michael: Java's automated memory management and Android's intriguing (and oddball) multiprocessing
model were compelling features for me when I got started. I had left enough systems programming behind
me to know that malloc and free were pretty old school, and I didn't envy the iOS guys who had to do that all
themselves prior to the advent of ARC. I thought for sure Android development would be easier if only for
that reason alone. Ah, for the days when I was so young and naive.

Favorite app or project you've had the chance to work on?

Michael: I love my day job, but when I go home at night, I'm all about RoboGuice, my open source
dependency injection framework for Android. We use it internally at Groupon, and it's also used by a
number of other companies as well.

Donn: For me, it's Groupon.

What are some of the most common challenges new programmers face when developing their first
apps?

Michael: State management is the number one place I see new developers stumble on Android. In a regular
Java application (non-Android), if you put a value into a field in an object it will stay there until you change
it. It's so fundamental and so basic that most developers never question it, but it's simply not true on Android.

The next most common difficulty is coming up with visual designs that "flow" so that they can adapt to
devices of different sizes and orientations. This isn't an iOS world where you just have to deal with three or
four fixed sized screens. With Android, you'll design for one device and later find that your "Okay" button
has fallen off the bottom of the screen on smaller devices.

Donn: I agree. Getting their app to look good and work correctly across all versions of Android and sizes of
Android devices is a big challenge for new developers.

What should readers expect when they open a copy of Android Application Development for Dummies?

Michael: Corny jokes. Sorry about that.

Donn: Seriously, though, they should expect a comprehensive introduction to Android. But, this is not an
introduction to Java or XML--the developers are expected to know the language. This book will provide a
solid foundation for any developer wishing to jump start their Android developer career.

Any advice for readers getting started on their first Android app?

Michael: Expect to make mistakes, and make sure you leave yourself time to do a whole lot of clever
testing. Testing on Android is about outsmarting the phone, and you'll need to develop a strong sense of how
Android internals work and how to emulate all of the unusual situations that users will encounter with your
app.

Do your dialogs disappear when switching from portrait to landscape? Will the app crash if the user hits the
back button after leaving your app to visit a web page? These are just a couple of really common scenarios,



and they're also very easy to get wrong.

These are the kind of issues we've tried to do our best to guide you through as you work through the
examples in the book.

Donn: I think the key thing is just to keep at it. Use the forums, like Stack Overflow and Google groups.
Attend local user groups and interact with your community. And above all else, have fun!

From the Back Cover

Android app ambitions? This is your go-to guide to digging into the development process

Have a great idea for an Android app? This book will help you turn it into a reality! Start by downloading the
SDK and JDK and creating a simple application, and then advance to developing a feature-rich app and
distributing it through the Google Play Store. You'll also discover how to make a good app great and how to
design an app interface users will love. Once you master the basics, the sky's the limit!

Load your toolbox — get acquainted with the tools and frameworks you'll use to develop Android apps●

Your first app — build a simple application and create a widget for the device's home screen●

Kick it up a notch — build a tablet application and learn to implement an SQLite content provider●

Get it out there — see how to publish your apps to the Google Play Store●

Master the fine points — use the debugger, see what makes a good menu, explore data storage options, and●

make your apps work for other devices

Open the book and find:

Why Android offers great opportunities for developers●

How to install all the tools you need●

Tips on designing a good user interface●

Help deciding what to charge or if your app should be free●

Advice on handling user input●

Design differences between phone and tablet applications●

Ways to avoid common pitfalls●

Inspirational sample apps●

Learn to:

Create amazing apps for the latest Android smartphones and tablets●

Download and install the SDK and start working with the JDK tools●

Adapt your existing phone apps for use on Android tablets●

Publish your apps to the Google Play Store●

About the Author

Michael Burton is a Groupon software engineer and the creator of the Groupon, Digg, TripIt, and OpenTable
Android apps plus many more. Donn Felker is an Android programmer, Microsoft ASP Insider, MCTS in
Web Client Development for .NET 2.0 and 3.5, and certified ScrumMaster.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stand than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Android Application
Development For Dummies book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Young Legg:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Android Application Development For Dummies book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Android Application Development For Dummies content conveys objective easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available
as it. So , do you even now thinking Android Application Development For Dummies is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Brittany Schafer:

The actual book Android Application Development For Dummies has a lot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Marla Brinker:

This Android Application Development For Dummies is fresh way for you who has attention to look for
some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Android Application
Development For Dummies can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book
is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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