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For 300 years separate and mutually uncomprehending English and French
historiographies have confused the history of medieval aristocracy.  Unpicking
the basic assumptions behind both national traditions, this book explains them,
reconciles them and offers entirely new ways to take the study of aristocracy
forward in both England and France.

The Birth of Nobility analyses the enormous international field of publications on
the subject of medieval aristocracy, breaking it down into four key debates: noble
conduct, noble lineage, noble class and noble power. Each issue is subjected to a
thorough review by comparing current scholarship with what a vast range of
historical source material actually says.  It identifies the points of  divergence in
the national traditions of each of these debates and highlights where they have
been mutually incomprehensible.

For students studying medieval Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review

'' Under the broad headings of conduct, descent, class and lordship, shows how scholarship over the past
centuries has resulted in the perceptions today.''

British and Irish Bibliography

From the Back Cover

The history of medieval aristocracy is in crisis, collapsing under the weight of three centuries of work and
confused by separate and mutually uncomprehending Anglophone and Francophone historiographies.  David
Crouch lucidly summarises and analyses this enormous international field of publications, unpicking the
basic assumptions behind both national traditions in order to explain and reconcile them. He offers new ways
to take the study of aristocracy forward in both England and France.

 

The Birth of Nobility breaks down the study of medieval aristocracy into four debates on noble conduct,
noble lineage, noble class and noble power.  Each is subjected to a thorough review by comparing current
scholarship with a vast range of historical source material.

 

This is the first attempt to reconcile British and French ideas about aristocracy and shape them into a new
debate. Supported by illustrations, this book:

 

·         Redirects the historiography concerning aristocracy

 

·         offers an original analysis of the nature of aristocracy and how it might be defined

 

·         discovers and explains for the first time the origins of chivalry

 

·         disposes of the myths around concepts like ¿feudalism¿ and ¿primogeniture¿

 

 



David Crouch is Professor of Medieval History at the University of Hull.  He is an authority on twelfth- and
thirteenth-century English, Welsh and Norman history and his numerous books on aristocracy and Anglo-
Norman History include The Beaumont Twins (1986); The Image of Aristocracy in Britain, 1000¿1300
(1992); William Marshal (2002); The Reign of King Stephen, 1135¿1154 (20000) and The Normans: the
History of a Dynasty (2002).

About the Author

David Crouch is professor of medieval history at the University of Hull.  He is an aurthority on twelfth-and
thirteenth-century English and Norman history.  His works on aristocracy include: The Beaumont Twins
(Cambridge, 1986); The Image of Aristocracy in  Britain , 1000-1300 (Routledge); William Marshal (2nd
edn, Longman).  He has also published The Reign of King Stephen, 1135-1154 (Longman) and The
Normans: the History of a Dynasty (Hambledon).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Birth of
Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England and France, 900-1300? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Laveta Blodgett:

Here thing why this particular The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England and France, 900-
1300 are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in
England and France, 900-1300 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy
in England and France, 900-1300. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England
and France, 900-1300 in e-book can be your substitute.

John Harris:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you get it



as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
throughout you if you take The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England and France, 900-1300
as your daily resource information.

Cheryl Ruiz:

This The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England and France, 900-1300 is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Birth of Nobility: Constructing Aristocracy in England and France, 900-
1300 in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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