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Bound up with the human cost of HIV/AIDS is the critical issue of its impact on
national and international security, yet attempts to assess the pandemic's complex
risk fail to recognize the political dangers of construing the disease as a security
threat. The securitization of HIV/AIDS not only affects the discussion of the
disease in international policy debates, but also transforms the very nature and
function of security within global politics.

In his analysis of the security implications of HIV/AIDS, Stefan Elbe addresses
three concerns: the empirical evidence that justifies framing HIV/AIDS as a
security issue, the meaning of the term "security" when used in relation to the
disease, and the political consequences of responding to the AIDS pandemic in
the language of security. His book exposes the dangers that accompany efforts to
manage the global spread of HIV/AIDS through the policy frameworks of
national security, human security, and risk management. Beyond developing
strategies for mitigating these dangers, Elbe's research reveals that, in construing
the AIDS pandemic as a threat, policymakers and international institutions also
implicitly seek to integrate current security practices within a particular
rationalization of political rule. Elbe identifies this transformation as the
"governmentalization" of security and, by drawing on the recently translated
work of Michel Foucault, develops a framework for analyzing its key elements
and consequences.
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Bound up with the human cost of HIV/AIDS is the critical issue of its impact on national and international
security, yet attempts to assess the pandemic's complex risk fail to recognize the political dangers of
construing the disease as a security threat. The securitization of HIV/AIDS not only affects the discussion of
the disease in international policy debates, but also transforms the very nature and function of security within
global politics.

In his analysis of the security implications of HIV/AIDS, Stefan Elbe addresses three concerns: the empirical
evidence that justifies framing HIV/AIDS as a security issue, the meaning of the term "security" when used
in relation to the disease, and the political consequences of responding to the AIDS pandemic in the language
of security. His book exposes the dangers that accompany efforts to manage the global spread of HIV/AIDS
through the policy frameworks of national security, human security, and risk management. Beyond
developing strategies for mitigating these dangers, Elbe's research reveals that, in construing the AIDS
pandemic as a threat, policymakers and international institutions also implicitly seek to integrate current
security practices within a particular rationalization of political rule. Elbe identifies this transformation as the
"governmentalization" of security and, by drawing on the recently translated work of Michel Foucault,
develops a framework for analyzing its key elements and consequences.
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Editorial Review

Review

an important case study.

(Survival)

Virus Alert offers a fine security analysis of the implications of HIV and AIDS.

(The Midwest Book Review)

A provocative and controversial book on the subject of HIV/AIDS and national security... Highly
Recommended.

(Choice)

An elegant, intellectually stimulating contribution that provides a timely, empirically grounded, and indeed
most welcome critical analysis of recent associations of HIV with security.

(Jonas Hagmann Millennium)

Review

Theoretically sophisticated, cogent, and teeming with profound insight, Virus Alert is an outstanding
contribution to the field of security and HIV/AIDS studies.

(Alex de Waal, fellow, Global Equity Initiative, Harvard University)

Stefan Elbe has written a careful and measured study of the relationship between security, governance, and
the HIV/AIDS pandemic. It will be an important text for students of the epidemic and, more broadly, for
those interested in theoretical developments in international relations and global governance.

(Dennis Altman, professor of politics and director, Institute for Human Security, La Trobe University)

In Virus Alert, Stefan Elbe sheds brilliant light on the complex government of biopolitical life in the twenty-
first century through the securitization of disease and the regulation of bodies. His case study of
governmentality and HIV/AIDS is sure to become a canonical volume for students and scholars, not only of
Michel Foucault and discourse theory but also of international relations and world politics.

(Ronnie D. Lipschutz, professor of politics, University of California, Santa Cruz)



Stefan Elbe's dissection of how the HIV/AIDS pandemic has become a security issue is a compelling
demonstration of the political force of theoretical critique informed by empirical rigor. Showing how
securitization itself can be dangerous, Elbe has given us a book that will profoundly disturb established ways
of engaging public health, international relations, and global security.

(David Campbell, professor of cultural and political geography, Durham University)

About the Author

Stefan Elbe is reader (associate professor) in the Department of International Relations at the University of
Sussex, where he teaches security studies. Previously, he held positions at the London School of Economics,
the International Institute for Strategic Studies, the University of Essex, and the University of Warwick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

This Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic
without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic can bring whenever you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic having very good arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Amber Payne:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic book
is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the
AIDS Pandemic is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Mace:

Often the book Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality,
and the AIDS Pandemic is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Orville Hightower:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Virus Alert: Security, Governmentality, and the AIDS Pandemic it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.
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