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This synoptic essay considers the nature and evolution of the Marxist theory that
developed in Western Europe, after the defeat of the proletarian rebellions in the
West and the isolation of the Russian Revolution in the East in the early 1920s. It
focuses particularly on the work of Lukács, Korsch and Gramsci; Adorno,
Marcuse and Benjamin; Sartre and Althusser; and Della Volpe and Colletti,
together with other figures within Western Marxism from 1920 to 1975. The
theoretical production of each of these thinkers is related simultaneously to the
practical fate of working-class struggles and to the cultural mutations of
bourgeois thought in their time. The philosophical antecedents of the various
school within this tradition—Lukácsian, Gramscian, Frankfurt, Sartrean,
Althusserian and Della Volpean—are compared, and the specific innovations of
their respective systems surveyed. The structural unity of 'Western Marxism',
beyond the diversity of its individual thinkers, is then assessed, in a balance-sheet
that contrasts its heritage with the tradition of 'classical' Marxism that preceded it,
and with the commanding problems which will confront any historical
materialism to succeed it.
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This synoptic essay considers the nature and evolution of the Marxist theory that developed in Western
Europe, after the defeat of the proletarian rebellions in the West and the isolation of the Russian Revolution
in the East in the early 1920s. It focuses particularly on the work of Lukács, Korsch and Gramsci; Adorno,
Marcuse and Benjamin; Sartre and Althusser; and Della Volpe and Colletti, together with other figures
within Western Marxism from 1920 to 1975. The theoretical production of each of these thinkers is related
simultaneously to the practical fate of working-class struggles and to the cultural mutations of bourgeois
thought in their time. The philosophical antecedents of the various school within this tradition—Lukácsian,
Gramscian, Frankfurt, Sartrean, Althusserian and Della Volpean—are compared, and the specific
innovations of their respective systems surveyed. The structural unity of 'Western Marxism', beyond the
diversity of its individual thinkers, is then assessed, in a balance-sheet that contrasts its heritage with the
tradition of 'classical' Marxism that preceded it, and with the commanding problems which will confront any
historical materialism to succeed it.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A splendid essay in intellectual history … an elegant and acute, brilliantly laconic and deeply-felt survey.”
—Eric Hobsbawm, New Statesman

“By far the best intellectual history of European Marxism.”
—New Society

“Profoundly original and innovating … a general interpretation of the great currents of Marxist thought.”
—Le Monde

“By far the best guide to modern Marxism.”
—Economist

“Essential reading … Its style is a rare literary pleasure.”
—Time Out

“Shares intellectual power and control, mastery of material and range of vision, suppleness of judgment and
elegance of compression.”
—Times Educational Supplement

“A fascinating social history of Western Marxism.”
—The Insurgent Sociologist

“Iridescent, nuanced and compact.”
—Tribune

About the Author
Perry Anderson is the author of, among other books, Spectrum, Lineages of the Absolutist State, Passages
from Antiquity to Feudalism, Considerations on Western Marxism, English Questions, The Origins of
Postmodernity, and The New Old World. He teaches history at UCLA and is on the editorial board of New
Left Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Boyer:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Considerations on Western Marxism
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Judith Craig:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Considerations on Western Marxism as the daily resource
information.

Edward Trotta:

This Considerations on Western Marxism is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Considerations on Western Marxism in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Travis Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Considerations on Western Marxism.
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