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Willard Motley's 1947 best seller shocked the nation with its harsh depiction of
the dark underbelly of the American dream. Knock on Any Door dramatizes

young immigrant Nick Romano's struggle to survive when his father's business
folds, leaving his family with no choice but to move to a poor neighborhood
across town. A series of petty crimes land the former Catholic altar boy in reform
school, where forceful "rehabilitation™” only creates a hardened and resistant spirit
among the inmates. Once released, Nick returns to Chicago, where family
conflicts and a brief, tragic marriage spiral him further downward, culminating in
his arrest for the murder of a police officer. The whole city watches the thrilling
legal battle unfold as Nick takes the stand to fight for hislife.

Motley researched his novel on the streets of his native Chicago, talking to
immigrants about their experiences and visiting juvenilesin Illinois's youth
detention centers. In Knock on Any Door, Motley creates a painfully vivid picture
of poverty, the struggle for ethnic identity, and the flaws of the penal systemin
urban America.
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Willard Motley's 1947 best seller shocked the nation with its harsh depiction of the dark underbelly of the
American dream. Knock on Any Door dramatizes young immigrant Nick Romanao's struggle to survive when
his father's business folds, leaving his family with no choice but to move to a poor neighborhood across
town. A series of petty crimesland the former Catholic altar boy in reform school, where forceful
"rehabilitation” only creates a hardened and resistant spirit among the inmates. Once released, Nick returns
to Chicago, where family conflicts and a brief, tragic marriage spiral him further downward, culminating in
his arrest for the murder of apolice officer. The whole city watches the thrilling legal battle unfold as Nick
takes the stand to fight for hislife.

Motley researched his novel on the streets of his native Chicago, talking to immigrants about their
experiences and visiting juvenilesin Illinois's youth detention centers. In Knock on Any Door, Motley creates
apainfully vivid picture of poverty, the struggle for ethnic identity, and the flaws of the penal system in
urban America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Motley wrote of [Chicago] and its people with brutal honesty and with exquisite sympathy. There are
sections of Knock on Any Door that might move you to tears and other parts that will move you to
anger."—Bill Granger, Chicago Tribune Magazine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ryan Calhoun:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y es, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eigible Knock on Any Door? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Nathaniel Thomas;

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It isa good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Knock on Any Door
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Stephen Wilson:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Knock on Any Door was filled with regards to science. Spend your sparetimeto
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern
eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.



Erica Northern:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Knock on Any Door when you essential it?
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