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Among the Creeks, they were known as Estelvste—black people—and they had
lived among them since the days of the first Spanish entradas. They spoke the
same language as the Creeks, ate the same foods, and shared kinship ties. Their
only difference was the color of their skin.

This book tells how people of African heritage came to blend their lives with
those of their Indian neighbors and essentially became Creek themselves. Taking
in the full historical sweep of African Americans among the Creeks, from the
sixteenth century through Oklahoma statehood, Gary Zellar unfolds a narrative
history of the many contributions these people made to Creek history.

Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Zellar reveals how African people
functioned as warriors, interpreters, preachers, medicine men, and even slave
labor, all of which allowed the tribe to withstand the shocks of Anglo-American
expansion. He also tells how they provided leaders who helped the Creeks
navigate the onslaught of allotment, tribal dissolution, and Oklahoma statehood.

In his compelling narrative, Zellar describes how African Creeks made a place
for themselves in a tolerant Creek Nation in which they had access to land,
resources, and political leverage—and how post–Civil War “reform” reduced
them to the second-class citizenship of other African Americans. It is a stirring
account that puts history in a new light as it adds to our understanding of the
multi-ethnic nature of Indian societies.
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Among the Creeks, they were known as Estelvste—black people—and they had lived among them since the
days of the first Spanish entradas. They spoke the same language as the Creeks, ate the same foods, and
shared kinship ties. Their only difference was the color of their skin.

This book tells how people of African heritage came to blend their lives with those of their Indian neighbors
and essentially became Creek themselves. Taking in the full historical sweep of African Americans among
the Creeks, from the sixteenth century through Oklahoma statehood, Gary Zellar unfolds a narrative history
of the many contributions these people made to Creek history.

Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, Zellar reveals how African people functioned as warriors,
interpreters, preachers, medicine men, and even slave labor, all of which allowed the tribe to withstand the
shocks of Anglo-American expansion. He also tells how they provided leaders who helped the Creeks
navigate the onslaught of allotment, tribal dissolution, and Oklahoma statehood.

In his compelling narrative, Zellar describes how African Creeks made a place for themselves in a tolerant
Creek Nation in which they had access to land, resources, and political leverage—and how post–Civil War
“reform” reduced them to the second-class citizenship of other African Americans. It is a stirring account
that puts history in a new light as it adds to our understanding of the multi-ethnic nature of Indian societies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gary Zellar holds a Ph.D. in history from the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. The author of several
articles and numerous presentations on the African Creeks, he lives and teaches in Saskatchewan, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Shephard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in
the American West Series). Try to make the book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and
Culture in the American West Series) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Diane Numbers:

The book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make examining a book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American
West Series) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a
book African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Josephine Mares:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific African Creeks:
Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series) book as beginner and daily



reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Theresa Kuykendall:

This African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in the American West Series) is great
reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage
word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having African Creeks: Estelvste and the Creek Nation (Race and Culture in
the American West Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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