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Hip Hop's Inheritance arguably offers the first book-length treatment of what hip
hop culture has, literally, 'inherited’ from the Harlem Renaissance, the Black Arts
movement, the Feminist Art movement, and 1980s and 1990s postmodern
aesthetics. By comparing and contrasting the major motifs of the af orementioned
cultural aesthetic traditions with those of hip hop culture, all the while critically
exploring the origins and evolution of black popular culture from antebellum
Americathrough to "Obamas America', Hip Hop's Inheritance demonstrates that
the Hip Hop generation is not the first generation of young black folk
preoccupied with spirituality and sexuality, race and religion, entertainment and
athletics, or ghetto culture and bourgeois culture.
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Hip Hop's Inheritance arguably offers the first book-length treatment of what hip hop culture has, literaly,
'inherited' from the Harlem Renaissance, the Black Arts movement, the Feminist Art movement, and 1980s
and 1990s postmodern aesthetics. By comparing and contrasting the major motifs of the aforementioned
cultural aesthetic traditions with those of hip hop culture, all the while critically exploring the origins and
evolution of black popular culture from antebellum Americathrough to "Obamas America’, Hip Hop's
Inheritance demonstrates that the Hip Hop generation is not the first generation of young black folk
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Editorial Review

Review

Rabaka (Univ. of Colorado, Boulder) offers a sweeping historical assessment of cultural ideologies
connecting hip-hop to artistic innovations of the Harlem Renaissance and Black Arts movements. He
mobilizes cultural theorists ? Baraka, Foucault, DuBois, Jameson, Said, Fanon, Hurston ? to describe the
evolution of African American intellectual and cultural history via 'radical humanism, and democratic
socialism.' Sprawling overviews of Africana critical theory, feminist theory, and queer theory imagine "anti-
racist, anti-capitalist, anti-colonialist, and sexual orientation-sensitive critical theory of contemporary
society.' The author providesinteresting, if diffuse, discussion of gay literary voicesin the Harlem
Renaissance in relation to the contemporary homo-hop movement; Black Arts Movement members
perception of the aesthetic radicalism of the Harlem Renaissance'’; and the 'black aesthetic' sensibility that
"authentic' black art was always historically grounded, politically engaged, socialy uplifting, and
consciousness-raising.' In exploring the relationships between the black women's liberation, feminist art, and
hip-hop feminist movements, Rabaka mines work by Patricia Collins. In afinal chapter, he considers
postmodernist approaches to popular culture while asserting that 'rap music re-Africanizes and reanimates
African American music, all the while continuing the African Americanization of mainstream American
music and popular culture....' Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates, graduate
students.

(CHOICE)

Y ou remember when you fell in love with hip-hop. Now, be reminded why. (Soul Train.com)

Reiland Rabaka demonstrates, with great agility, that hip-hop has wide-reaching artistic and intellectual roots
in the history of African American cultural production. This book is an essential addition to an expanding
corpus of rich scholarship on hip-hop. It is awelcome contribution with fresh perspectives on the dynamics
of gender, class and race in the context of hip-hop-beyond beats and rhymes. (Jeffrey Ogbar, University of
Connecticut)

Hip-Hop's Inheritance is an extraordinary journey through the last decade of hip-hop criticism that situates
the contemporary hip-hop moment into the historical continuum of black political, cultural and gender
strugglesin the US. With unflinching compassion, piercing intellect and unwavering scholarship,Reiland
Rabaka advances along overdue critical theory of hip-hop culture. (Bakari Kitwana, author of Why White
Kids Love Hip-Hop: Wankstas, Wiggers, Wannabes and the New Reality of Racein America)

About the Author

Reiland Rabaka is an associate professor of Africana studiesin the Department of Ethnic Studies at the
University of Colorado, Boulder, where he is also an affiliate professor in the Women and Gender Studies
Program and a Research Fellow at the Center for Studies of Ethnicity and Race in America (CSERA). Heis
the author of several books, including: Du Bois's Dialectics (2008); Africana Critical Theory (2009); Forms
of Fanonism (2010); and Against Epistemic Apartheid (2010). He is also the recipient of the Cheikh Anta
Diop Distinguished Career Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rebecca L opez:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Hip Hop's Inheritance: From the Harlem Renaissance to the Hip Hop Feminist
Movement this reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explainitis
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal al of you.

Paul Frazier:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hip Hop's Inheritance: From
the Harlem Renai ssance to the Hip Hop Feminist Movement can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mary Bradford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Hip Hop's Inheritance: From the
Harlem Renaissance to the Hip Hop Feminist Movement as well as others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Hip Hop's Inheritance: From the
Harlem Renaissance to the Hip Hop Feminist Movement to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Jennifer Gallant:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by ssmply searching fromiit. It is
called of book Hip Hop's Inheritance: From the Harlem Renaissance to the Hip Hop Feminist Movement.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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